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Firefighters at the site after a sleeper bus caught fire on the
Yamuna Expressway in the Greater Noida area, killing nine
passengers, in Noida.

Nine killed, more than 20 rescued as bus catches
fire on Yamuna Expressway in Greater Noida

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

NOIDA, Sept 24: Nine passengers were Killed after a bus travelling from Delhi to Mahoba in Bihar caught
fire on the Yamuna Expressway in Greater Noida, officials said on Thursday.

More than 20 passengers were rescued safely during the incident that took place late Wednesday night.
The driver and conductor of the bus, which was carrying 35 passengers, have been taken into custody, the
officials said.

According to preliminary investigation, the fire might have been caused by a spark or blast in the air-con-
ditioning system of the bus.

Chief Fire Officer Pradeep Kumar said the bus, bearing registration number BR32PA8647, was travelling
from Kashmere Gate in New Delhi towards Mahoba when it caught fire near the 33-km milestone on the

expressway in the Jewar police station area. Contd. on Page 7

NEWS @TILL DATE /
From The besk Of Editor-ln-Chii;f/

JAMMU, FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25. 2026

Katra-Reasi-Mahore Highway: A
New Lifeline to Connect Jammu
and Srinagar in Just 3.15 Hrs

RAJESH GUPTA

HE proposed Katra-Reasi-

I Mahore-Gulabgarh-Nandimarg-

Kulgam highway could become
more than another road between
Jammu and Srinagar. For the remote
communities of the Chenab region, it
could be an awaited lifeline, opening
access to markets, healthcare, educa-
tion, employment and tourism while
providing a dependable connection with
the rest of Jammu and Kashmir.

The proposed corridor, described as
an extension of the Delhi-Amritsar-

Jammu-Katra Expressway, would
cover less than 200 kilometres, com-
pared with around 245 kilometres on
NH-44 through Udhampur, Ramban
and Banihal and about 330 kilometres
via Mughal Road. With nearly 50 kilo-
metres planned through tunnels,
bridges and flyovers, travel between
Jammu and Srinagar could fall to
around three to three and a quarter
hours.

Its greatest impact, however, could be
felt in places such as Mahore,
Gulabgarh, Dharmari, Arnas,
Chassana, Budhal, Kotranka and
Khawas. Residents of these areas have
long faced difficult journeys because
mountain roads are vulnerable to snow-
fall, landslides and closures. During
winter, people can be forced to travel
towards Jammu before reaching
Kashmir, adding time and expense. A
reliable all weather corridor could
change this reality.

For students, patients, traders, farm-
ers and small businesses, improved
connectivity means more than shorter
journeys. It can mean easier access to
hospitals and colleges, faster move-
ment of agricultural produce, wider mar-
kets, better tourism opportunities and
employment prospects. Remote vil-
lages could become economically con-
nected rather than geographically iso-
lated.

The project also carries strategic sig-
nificance by improving links towards
Rajouri and Poonch and strengthening
connectivity in border areas. Diverting
traffic from NH-44 could further reduce
pressure on the existing corridor and
provide an alternative during disrup-
tions. Yet speed must not come at the
cost of sustainability. Environmental
safeguards, fair compensation, geologi-
cal assessments, tunnel safety and
construction quality must remain central
to implementation. Communities whose
lands make the highway possible
should also receive benefits from it.

If planned and executed responsibly,
this corridor could transform the
Chenab region from a difficult-to-reach
hinterland into a connected economic
and tourism zone. Its success will be
measured not only in kilometres saved,
but in opportunities created for people
who have waited for reliable connectivi-
ty for decades.

BANTALAB TRAGEDY:
2 students killed,
1seriously injured
as reckless driving

raises traffic

safety concerns

Rajesh Gupta

JAMMU: The tragic road
accident at Bantalab Kheri
in Jammu, in which two stu-
dents lost their lives and
another was seriously
injured, has once again
brought the spotlight on the
alarming state of traffic
enforcement in the city.

The accident involving
students has raised fresh
questions over whether
enough is being done to
prevent overspeeding, reck-
less driving, triple riding,
signal jumping and other
dangerous traffic violations.
The loss of young lives in a
road accident should not be
treated merely as another
statistic; it must trigger a
serious review of the exist-
ing traffic enforcement sys-
tem.

Public concern is particu-
larly high over the move-
ment of dumpers, mini-
buses and other commer-
cial vehicles. Residents fre-
quently complain about
heavy vehicles being driven
at dangerous speeds on
roads shared by students,
pedestrians, two-wheelers
and other motorists. The
demand is not for selective
enforcement, but for strict
and equal enforcement
against every violator.

Traffic Police must answer
a basic question: Where are

the regular speed checks
and surprise inspections on
roads witnessing frequent
violations? If CCTV cam-
eras and traffic personnel
are available, why are habit-
ual offenders allowed to
repeatedly put lives at risk?

The Bantalab-Kheri
tragedy should serve as a
wake-up call. Authorities
need to identify accident-
prone stretches, install or
strengthen speed-monitor-
ing systems, conduct
checks on commercial vehi-
cles and take immediate
action against reckless driv-
ers. Overloading, vehicle fit-
ness, permits and other vio-
lations involving commercial
vehicles also require regular
scrutiny.

The Traffic Police has
issued repeated advisories
urging motorists to follow
lane discipline and avoid
dangerous driving. But road
safety cannot depend only
on advisories. Visible
enforcement on the ground
is essential.

Two young students have
reportedly lost their lives
and another is seriously
injured. Their families are
now facing a tragedy that
cannot be reversed. The
authorities must ensure that
the Bantalab Kheri accident
becomes a turning point not
another case forgotten after
a few days.




NEWS

TRUE, BOLD, TRANSPARENT

Follow Us: ] (©) W

28 YEARS IN JOURNALISM

J&K working on
establishing Al
centre of excellence

JAMMU || FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2026

'India Should Stop
Listening To The US'

'Cannot Set A Rigid  [lp
Timeframe': J&K Govt *
On Regularising |

Man injured in

firing in Samba
NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SAMBA, Sep 24: A
man was injured in a
firing incident near a
tea stall in Jammu
and Kashmir's Samba
district, with police
filing a case and
launching a probe,
officials said on
Thursday.

The incident took
place around 11.45 pm
on Wednesday in the
Tarore area of Bari
Brahmana, when two
to three rounds were
allegedly fired by a
person near a tea stall
following a heated
argument over a past
issue, they said.

The firing hit the 30-
year-old man in the
leg, officials said.

J&K Sets Oct 31
Deadline For
2027-28 Budget
Proposals,
Mandates Online

Submission
NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

JAMMU, Sept 24:

The Jammu and
Kashmir Finance
Department has

directed all adminis-
trative departments
to begin preparations
for the 2027-28 Budget
and Revised
Estimates of 2026-27,
setting a strict dead-
line of October 31,
2026, for the submis-
sion of estimates to
the Civil Secretariat

Peer-Ki-Gali
receives
season's first
snowfall, rain
lashes J&K parts

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24 :
Peer Ki Gali in the Pir
Panjal range received
the season's first
snowfall on
Thursday, while rain-
fall was reported from

several parts of
Jammu and Kashmir.
The snowfall,

according was record-
ed at the higher
reaches of Peer Ki
Gali along the Mughal
Road, marking the
first snowfall of the
season in the area.

Rain was reported
from several parts of
the Union Territory,
bringing a change in
weather conditions
after a largely dry
spell.

The India
Meteorological
Department (IMD)
has, however, fore-
cast mainly dry
weather in Jammu
and Kashmir over the
next two days.

According to the
IMD's latest subdivi-
sion-wise forecast, no
weather warning has
been issued for
Jammu and Kashmir
for September 25 and
26.

Thunderstorm,
lightning and squall
activity has been

Contd. on Page 7

an in Assembly over free gas cylinder scheme

Minister Satish Sharma says scheme has been approved;
LoP Sharma slams 'betrayal' of 12 cylinder election promise

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24 :
The Legislative
Assembly descended into
chaos on Thursday after
Minister for Consumer
Affairs Satish Sharma
announced that the
scheme of providing six
free gas cylinders to
Antyodaya Anna Yojana

(AAY) families had
received approval from
the competent authority.
The announcement
prompted the main oppo-
sition party, Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), to
question the government
over its election promise
of 12 free cylinders.
Making the announce-
ment in the House,

Sharma, said the scheme
for AAY families had
been cleared and an
order rolling it out would
be issued shortly.

Contd. on Page 7

"Where is statehood?" Dy CM hits
back at BJP amid LPG cylinder row

J&K IS A POOR STATE, WE CAN'T AFFORD LUXURIES'
Speaker Pulls Up Minister Over Multiple Official Vehicles

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU
SRINAGAR, Sep 24:

J&K Legislative
Assembly Speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather on

Thursday pulled up
Transport Minister
Satish Sharma over the
use of multiple official
vehicles by officers hold-
ing charge of more than
one department, stress-

ing that the government
could not afford such
expenditure.

The issue came up dur-
ing Question Hour after
BJP MLA R.S. Pathania
sought to know whether
the government had
enforced, or proposed to
enforce, a "One Officer,
One Vehicle" ceiling

Contd. on Page 7

Bankers demonstration held at Jammu today

Eight lacs bank officer & employees all across country will observe
3 days strike on Sept 28,29,30 & indefinite strike from 26th Oct

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

JAMMU, Sep 24: The
United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU) consist-
ing of 7 Unions of Bank
employees and officers
viz. All India Bank

Employees' Association -

AIBEA, All India Bank

Officers Confederation -

AIBOC, National
Confederation of Bank
Employees - NCBE, All

India Bank Officers
association - AIBOA,
Bank Employees
Federation of India -
BEFI, Indian National
Bank Employees
Federation - INBEF,
Indian National Bank
Officers Congress -
INBOC, will observe a
three days All India
Bank Strike on 28th,
29th and 30th September,
2026 in which 8 lacs

Woman 'gang-raped’ by
2 UP cops, 2 CRPF men at
U'khand MLA's farmhouse

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

MUZAFFARNAGAR, Sep 24: According to
Superintendent of Police Lakhan Singh Yadav,
the woman, aged around 24 and a resident of
Haryana's Fatehabad, has alleged that she was
contacted on September 20 by a female acquain-
tance, who asked her to meet CRPF Inspector
a resident of Saurang village in
Muzaffarnagar district, to visit religious places

Mohit,

in Amroha.

Contd. on Page 7

Another Bihar horror: Girl
molested in public by group of men

.v_'. -
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S

PATNA, Sep 24: A girl was allegedly harassed
in public by a group of people who behaved inde-
cently with her in Bihar's Samastipur district,
following which four accused were arrested,

Contd. on Page 7

bank employees and offi-
cers working in Public
sector banks, Private
sector banks, Foreign
banks, Regional Rural
Banks and Co-op. Banks
will be on strike.
Accordingly, a large
demonstration was held
today at Jammu in
which many Bank
Officers and Employees
participated. The leaders
of United Forum of Bank

Unions, from various
Banks addressed the
media and briefed about
their demand.

Speaking on occasion
Com Rajesh Mehta,
Secretary All India Bank
Officers' Confederation
(AIBOC) J&K and
Ladakh UT told that
they are demanding
approval of the
Government for

Contd. on Page 7
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SRINAGAR, Sep 24: Deputy Chief
Minister Surinder Choudhary on
Thursday hit back at the BJP amid a
ruckus in the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly over the gov-
ernment's decision to provide six free
LPG cylinders annually to
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) fami-

lies.

Speaking to reporters, Choudhary,
questioned the BJP over the delay in
the restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir.

"Ask BJP where is statehood? They
had promised statehood after the
elections. Where is that?" he said.

Contd. on Page 7

J&K Assembly passes resolution
seeking TET exemption for teachers
appointed before October, 2019

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24
The Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly on Thursday
unanimously passed a
resolution seeking
exemption of Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) for
teachers appointed
before October 31, 2019.

Contd. on Page 7

(M Omar introduces Bill to amend J&K
Municipal Act, 2000 in Assembly
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'First person | would shoot
is CEC Gyanesh Kumar'

Kumar.

NEW DELHI, Sep 24: Launching an attack on
the functioning of the Election Commission of
India (ECI) under Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar, Vikassheel Insaan Party
(VIP) supremo Mukesh Sahani on Thursday
remarked that if he were "pardoned for one mur-
der," the first person he would shoot is Gyanesh

Contd. on Page 7

SRINAGAR, Sep 24: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, who also holds the
Housing and Urban Development port-
folio, today introduced a Bill in the
ongoing Autumn Session of the Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative Assembly to
amend the Jammu and Kashmir
Municipal Act, 2000.

The Jammu and Kashmir Municipal
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 (L..A. Bill No. 10
of 2026) has already been published in
an extraordinary issue of the Official
Gazette.

India strongly rebukes "so-called"
OIC's Kashmir statement, calls bloc
to stop peddling Pak's propaganda

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

NEW  DELHI/NEW
YORK, Sep 24 India has
categorically nullified
the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation's
(OIC) authority to com-

ment on matters internal
to the country following
references to it in the
Joint Communiqué
issued by the "so-called"
OIC Contact Group on
Jammu & Kashmir on
the sidelines of the UN

General Assembly in
New York.

In a sharply worded
response, the Ministry
of External Affairs
strongly rebuked both
the 57-member bloc and
Islamabad, stating that
the continuous endorse-

"Plant earthen water pot next to saplings": PM Modi
shares traditional tree-watering technique Seva Yatris

AAD AR J g’ i do )y
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NEW DELHI, Sep 24:
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday interacted vir-
tually with participants
of the Seva Yatra, dis-
cussing community serv-
ice initiatives,

Contd. on Page 7

ment of "politically
motivated propaganda"
severely undermines
the credibility of the
organisation.

Jammu Local Events

"India categorically
rejects the unwarranted
and factually incorrect
references to India in
the Joint Communiqué
of the so-called OIC
Contact Group on
Jammu & Kashmir,"
MEA spokesperson

e

Contd. on Page 7
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J&K working on establishing
Al centre of excellence

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
The Jammu and
Kashmir government
has set in motion plans
to establish an Artificial
Intelligence Centre of
Excellence, adopting a
phased roadmap to build
a regional Al ecosystem
and advance its digital
transformation agenda,
the legislative assembly
was informed on
Thursday. In a written
reply to Zadibal MLA
Tanvir Sadiq, the gov-
ernment said it is pro-
moting AI and other
emerging technologies in
the Union territory as
part of its broader digital
transformation and tech-
nology-enabled develop-
ment initiatives.

"A phased and coordi-
nated approach has been
adopted for development
of an AI ecosystem
encompassing technolog-
ical infrastructure,

capacity building, skill
development, research,
innovation, entrepre-
neurship and deploy-
ment of Al-based solu-
tions across different
sectors," it said.

It said the Department
of Information
Technology, being the
nodal department for IT
and digital initiatives in
J&K, is facilitating vari-
ous initiatives in collabo-
ration with Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology,
IIT Jammu,
Bhaskaracharya
National Institute for
Space Applications and
Geo-informatics, aca-
demic institutions,
industry and other stake-
holders. "The
Department has initiated
the process for establish-
ment of an AI Centre of
Excellence in J&K,
equipped with advanced
Al laboratory and com-
puting infrastructure,

incubation and innova-
tion facilities, and sup-
port for research,
skilling and develop-
ment of Al-based solu-
tions," the government
said. It also said that a
whole-of-government
approach is being pur-
sued for identification
and implementation of
suitable AI use cases in
different departments,
with emphasis on
improving efficiency of
processes, evidence-
based decision-making
and citizen-centric serv-
ice delivery.

"The Government is
also exploring develop-
ment of IT/ITeS
(Information Technology
Enabled Services) infra-
structure and IT Park in
the UT, while leveraging
existing  institutional
facilities such as it is and
Polytechnics for impart-
ing Al skills and facilitat-
ing access to laboratory
and learning centres,"

Fire and Fury Corps GoC reviews
operational preparedness in
Ladakh's Zanskar Valley

LEH/JAMMU:
General Officer
Commanding (GoC) of
Fire and Fury Corps Lt
Gen Madanraj Pandey
visited the strategically

important Zanskar val-
ley in Ladakh and
reviewed operational
preparedness, officials
said on Thursday.

During his visit on
Wednesday, Lt Gen
Pandey also visited

Army installations at
Padum and reviewed the
ongoing and upcoming
infrastructure projects,
including those along the
Nimmu-Padum-Darcha
(N-P-D) Axis, with a
focus on enhancing oper-
ational  preparedness
and sustainability in the
challenging high-alti-
tude terrain, they said.

The N-P-D Axis is a
strategic 298-km road
connecting Nimmu in
Ladakh with Darcha in
Himachal Pradesh
through Padum in
Zanskar Valley.

The GoC also interact-
ed with troops and com-
mended them for their
professionalism, opera-
tional commitment and
steadfast devotion to
duty, the officials said.

Caste based reservation is a
curse; revoke it immediately
Sainik Samaj Party

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

JAMMU: Col SS
Pathania, Chief Convener
and President Sainik
Samaj Party, JKUT
expressed his deep
anguish and concern on
caste based reservations,
which are Kkilling the
merit and dividing the
country. Reservations
were brought in to help
the marginalised commu-
nity, provide level play
field and empower them
in 1950 and were applica-

ble till 1960 .Aim was also to ensure social justice
being a Welfare state. Initially reservations was only
22.5 percent ,out of which 15 percent was for SC cate-
gory and 7.5 for ST categories. Later on post Mandal
commission 27 percent OBCs were added,taking the
reservations to a whooping level of 49 percent.
Inspite of Supreme Court ceiling of reservations not
exceeding 50 percent another 10 percent was added
for Economically Weaker Sections and reservations
moves up to 60 percent. And another factor of reser-
vations for disabled persons ,we have reservation
percentage of 64 percent. Matter of concern is that
reservations have been provided in all India civil
examination, class A services, Central Armed Police
Forces( CAPF ) including Assam Rifles. A great
injustice has been caused to general category, where
they have to fight for vacancies which are only 35
percent. A nation where merit ceases to be a criteria
for jobs and nation, can not ever dream of becoming
a devlpoped nation. It is very clear that reservations
are a great tool in the hand of our political masters
and for their vested interests and appeasement,
aimed at consolidation of vote bank,reservations
may extend to private sectors,sports and armed
forces t00.0nly criteria for basing the reservations
should be economy factor and government must use
the bitter pill to safeguard against any catastrophe,

likely to happen in future.

Jammu and Kashmir ASHA
Workers Association held a
peaceful protest in Srinagar

IRFAN GANI BHAT

SRINAGAR, Sep 25: On 24/09/2026, The protesting
workers while holding placards in their hands tried
to draw attention of the administration towards
their long pending demands like regular worker
states, equal pay to equal work enhancement in the
voluntary incentives and the retirement benefits,
the protesting workers vowed that they would

Leave no stone unturned in performing their pro-
fessional duties, but they have families to maintain
which need stable sources of income in this era of
inflation it is difficult to cater to the basic house hold
needs, the leaders who spoke on the occasion include
Abdul Rashid Najar, Fayaz Ahmed Bhat, Dilshada
Malik, firdousa ji,Aamna ji,Rifet Aara, Gulshan
Aara, shameema Ji, Nazia ji, Syeda Zehra galani,
Rafeeqa lolabi ,Tehra ji, Misra ji, shabnam paten,
Perveeza ji,Rubby ji etc,Later the protesters tried to
march towards the civil secretariat but the police
didn't allow the protesters to march Ahead,

General Zorawar Singh Memorial Trust Honours Balwant Thakur

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

REASI, Sep 24,: Son of
the soil and internation-
ally acclaimed theatre
director and Padma Shri

awardee Balwant
Thakur was honoured
here today by the

General Zorawar Singh
Memorial Trust, Reasi,
for his outstanding con-
tribution to theatre, cul-
ture and for bringing
Reasi to the internation-
al limelight through his
innovative creations.
The honour was con-
ferred by Sh. Maheshwar
Singh, President,
General Zorawar Singh
Memorial Trust, Reasi,
during celebrations
marking the 131st birth
anniversary of Maharaja
Hari Singh. The pro-
gramme was jointly
organised by the General
Zorawar Singh Memorial
Trust and Yuva Rajput
Sabha, Reasi, at the Reasi
Auditorium and was
attended by a large gath-
ering of youth, students,
cultural activists and
prominent citizens.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Balwant Thakur
called upon the people,
particularly the youth, to
rediscover, reinterpret
and proudly present the
history and cultural her-
itage of Reasi.

“Our history is not
merely a collection of
dates and events. It is a
source of inspiration,
courage and identity. We
must discover the stories
of our heroes and present
them in ways that
inspire the younger gen-
eration,” he said.

Thakur urged the
youth to take pride in the
personalities who shaped
the history of Reasi and
the wider region, saying
that their stories could
provide powerful founda-
tions for building a confi-
dent and creative future.

He gave an inspiring
call to young people to
become creators rather
than mere consumers of
opportunities.

“Do not wait for some-
one to change your life.
Develop the confidence,
skills and imagination to
create your own opportu-
nities. Your ideas, cre-

ativity and determina-
tion can take you far
beyond the limitations of
geography,” he said.

Emphasising the
importance of education
and personality develop-
ment, Thakur said that
young people must culti-
vate communication
skills, confidence, cre-
ativity, leadership and
the ability to think inde-
pendently. He stressed
that education should
not merely lead to
degrees and employ-
ment, but should empow-
er young people to
become capable and
responsible contributors
to society.

Offering his personal
support to the youth of
Reasi, Thakur said he
would extend all possible
help and professional
guidance within his
capacity to those who
wish to pursue theatre,
creative arts, communi-
cation and other cultural
and creative fields. He
said he would particular-
ly encourage initiatives
aimed at transforming
the personalities of

young people, building

their confidence and
helping them discover
and develop their indi-
vidual talents.

“Every young person
has a unique potential.
What is needed is the
right guidance, exposure
and confidence to bring
that potential out,” he
said. Thakur further
observed that Reasi has
immense potential to
establish a distinctive
identity on the global cul-
tural map through its
history, heroes, tradi-

tions and creative talent.
“The city of Reasi
needs to be glorified glob-
ally through the narra-
tives of its heroes, who
deserve their rightful
place in history. Let
every young person
become an ambassador
of this land,” he said.
Concluding his
address, Thakur urged
the youth to dream
beyond limitations, learn
beyond textbooks, create
beyond circumstances
and remain deeply con-
nected with their roots.

Happy World Pharmacists Day
Celebrated on 25th of Sept 2026

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU
SRINAGAR, Sep 24:

This year's theme
*Empowering
Pharmacists for

Healthier Futures* high-
lights contribution of
Pharmacists in preven-
tion, access to care,
resilience, sustainabili-
ty, futuristic services
with expansion of serv-
ice dimensions evolving
at global levels. The
skills, professional abili-
ties, recognition and sys-
tem support provided by
pharmacists today
stands realized by the
world that focuses on
advancing pharmacy to
call on governments, pol-
icymakers, regulators
and the public regulators
to strengthen supportive
policies by investing in

skilled professionalism
for ensuring integration
within existing health
systems.

It is a recognized and
adored fact that empow-
ering pharmacists is a
step to equip them with
the competences, recog-
nition and working envi-
ronments necessary to
meet evolving health
needs.

The unique position of

pharmacists at the inter-
sections of medicine sup-
ply, scientific innova-
tions and patient care
delivery with determina-
tion and dedication 24x7
today makes us feel
proud of being part to
such human related
services.

Let us be the part and
parcel to world class and
national pharmacy
evolving trends by cele-
brating the day for visi-
ble professional contri-
butions on the ground to
keep living in the souls
we treat and manage in

emergencies , OPDs,
medicine  regulations
with the  Standard

Operating Procedures
within the code of con-
duct in the theatres
where we evolve as
humans.

FICCI FLO JKL Holds Capacity-Building Workshop
for Women Panchayat Leaders in Jammu

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

JAMMU, Sep 24: FICCI
FLO Jammu, Kashmir &
Ladakh (JKL), in collabo-
ration with Prevest
DenPro, organised a one-
day capacity-building
workshop for women
Gram Panchayat leaders
from across the Jammu
region, focusing on
grassroots leadership,
village-level governance
and the use of digital
tools in local administra-
tion.

The workshop wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from women
Panchayat leaders, who
shared challenges faced
in their respective vil-
lages and discussed prac-
tical approaches to
addressing them.

Shri Amit Shukla was
the guest speaker, while
Mr Amar Shukla of

Empower Panchayat
conducted sessions on
Panchayat leadership,

the role of standing com-
mittees, Digital Gram
Sabha and Panchayat
Mitra, a digital tool
aimed at helping elected
representatives navigate
local governance issues
and processes.

The programme was
attended by Varsha
Bansal, Chairperson,
FICCI FLO JKL; Aarti
Chowdhary, Immediate
Past Chairperson, FICCI
FLO JKL; and Namrata
Modi, Executive
Director, Prevest Dental.
FICCI FLO JKL acknowl-
edged Modi's support and
collaboration in facilitat-
ing the workshop.

"Through our work
with women at the grass-
roots, we saw a clear
need to equip Panchayat
leaders with practical
knowledge, confidence
and ongoing support.

This programme grew
out of that need," Bansal
said. The workshop is
part of a 15-day capacity-

building programme
launched by FICCI FLO
JKL in collaboration
with Empower
Panchayat. Under the
initiative, participants

are encouraged to engage
Gram Sabha members,
identify local issues, con-
duct Gram Sabhas and
implement practical
solutions. They are also
provided one-year access
to the Digital Gram
Sabha platform,
Panchayat Mitra and a
learning platform for
continued guidance and
support. The active par-
ticipation at the Jammu
workshop underscored
the growing interest
among women
Panchayat leaders in
practical governance
training and digital
tools. FICCI FLO JKL
said it plans to expand
the initiative to more
women grassroots lead-
ers across Jammu and
Kashmir.

BTSM Holds Workers’ Meeting and Joining
Programme in Anantnag, Strengthens Grassroots

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

ANANTNAG: The
Bharat Tibet Sahyog
Manch (BTSM) organ-
ised a workers’ meeting
and joining programme

at Tawheed Abad,
Hiller, Anantnag, with
the objective of

strengthening its organ-
isational activities and
expanding its outreach
at the grassroots level.

The meeting was
chaired by Mushtaq
Ahmad Khanday, State
Secretary, Bharat Tibet
Sahyog Manch, Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh,
while the programme
was organised by Tariq
Ahmad Bhat, District
Youth President,
Anantnag. A number of
workers and supporters
participated in the pro-
gramme and discussed
various organisational
matters and future
activities of the Manch
in the region.

During the pro-
gramme, several politi-
cal workers associated
with the Indian
National Congress and
the Jammu & Kashmir
Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) formally
joined the Bharat Tibet
Sahyog Manch. The
newly joined members
expressed their willing-
ness to contribute to the

activities and objectives
of the organisation.
Addressing the gather-
ing, the organisers high-
lighted the importance
of strengthening the
organisational network
of BTSM at the grass-

roots level and encourag-
ing greater public partic-
ipation in programmes
related to Tibet, India’s
civilisational and cultur-
al heritage, national
awareness, and people-
to-people engagement.

MOURNING

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad and untimely
demise of Smt. UMA SHORI
Wi/o Lt. Omkar Nath
Bhat(MAHANOORI) originally
from Mahanoora, Chadoora
Budgam,presently at H.No.303/1
Vinayak Nagar,Muthi

tion ground at 10 A.M.
May the lord grant peace to the
departed soul.

Jammu §
(Near Raju Cement Store) on 24-
09-2026.Cremation will take place
on 25-09-2026 at Bantalab crema-

e

Smt. UMA SHORI

Grief Stricken
(Son and daughter-in-law)

Sh. Chand Ji Bhat & Smt.Girja Bhat
Sh.Rattan Lal Bhat & Smt. Kiran Bhat
Sh. Raj Kumar bhat & Smt. Ritu Bbat

(Daughter and Son-in-law)
Smt. Usha Bhan & Sh. Satish Bhan
Smt. Janak Rani
Smt. Shakti Bhat
Mr. & Mrs. Veer Ji Bhat
Mr. & Mrs. Vijay Kumar Bhat
Mr. & Mrs. Sanjay Bhat
Mr. & Mrs. Sunil Bhat
Deeply remembered by Grand childrens
Mr. Vinny Bhat & Mrs. Monu bhat

Mr. Ankush Bhat & Mrs. Shriya Bhat

Mr. Ankit Bhat & Mrs. Priyanka Bhat
Mr. Rahul Bhat & Mrs. Vandana Bhat
Mr. Vishal Raina & Mrs. Chetna Raina

Rishab, Hritik, Kayra , Vivan, Darsh and Viransh
Contact Numbers
9419131609, 9682556842, 9999768942, 7889663660
From
SAMAST MAHANOORI PARIVAR




NEWS \%’TILL DATE

OPINION

JAMMU || FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 04

'India Should Stop Listening To The US'

" ' ¥ J

FRANCE

EVIAN
2026

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald John Trump meet during the G7 sum-

mit in Evian-les-Bains, France, June 17, 2026

By SHOBHA WARRIER
KEY POINTS

® 'The US is imposing
illegal tariff on India.
Let them impose
1,000% tariffs. But
India in return should
not take any action to
appease the US, that
will hurt India's inter-
est.'

® 'They want our agri-
cultural markets
open. And in return,
they are not cutting
any of their MFN tar-
iffs.'

® 'We should royally

ignore them.
Everybody else
ignores the US.'

HE US House of
TRepresentatives

passed the Lindsey
O Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act of
2026 by 262 to 159 on
September 16.

The  Senate had
approved it by 86 to 11
on August 7.

The bill will now go to
President Donald J
Trump, and he is
expected to sign it.

The Act is to sanction
Russia and Iran and any
country that buys crude
oil and natural gas from
Russia and Iran.

These countries will
face an additional tar-
iffs of up to 100%.

India and China are
the major buyers of
Russian crude. But the
likely target of 100% tar-
iff will be India, and not
China.

What should India do
now?

"These sanctions are
imposed by the US ille-
gally. By international
law, we are supposed to
honour only those sanc-
tions that are released
from the UN body and
not by a country," Ajay
Srivastava, Founder,
Global Trade Research
Initiative, tells

Now that the US
House of
Representatives has
passed the bill, it is
expected that once
Trump signs it, the
trade tariff will go up to
100%. Though the min-
istry of external affairs
issued a statement that
India had to take into
consideration the ener-
gy requirement of 1.4
billion people, do you
think India would buck-
le under pressure?

The Act is aimed at
targeting the top
importers of Russian oil
and gas. And the num-
ber one importer of
Russian oil is China,
and number two is
India.

Last time also, when
the US imposed tariffs
of 25% on India for the
same reason, that is,
buying oil from Russia,
it did not impose any
tariff on China. The US
is too scared of China.

Even though China is
the biggest buyer of

Russian oil, the US will
not dare impose any tar-
iff on China because
China will retaliate.

But the US has very
clearly understood that
India is not going to
retaliate against what-
ever action they take.

So, what will they do?
They will impose a high
tariff.

It could be 25%, 50%,
or 100%.

Then, they will bar-
gain with the Indian
government to lower
the tariff to 18%, 19% or
20%. And in return,
they would ask India to
sign the bilateral trade
agreement which India
is negotiating with
them.

This trade agreement
is a very, very, unequal
agreement.

The problem with this
approach is that even
after signing the bilater-
al trade agreement,
India will not have any
peace from future
actions.

For example, even
after signing the agree-
ment, the US may
impose future tariffs
using Section 301. There
are so many other ways
they can impose tariffs.

They already done
this with their trade
partners like the
European Union, Japan,
South Korea and many
other countries after
they signed trade agree-
ments last year.

Even after signing the
trade agreement, the US
initiated Section 301
and imposed tariffs on
them.

Here, we are talking
about energy. India
import 88% to 90% of oil
we consume here.

In such a scenario,
India should not cut
down on our buying of
oil from Russia, because
they are the largest sup-
plier of oil to India.

I was looking at the
July 2026 data, and I
found that almost 51.1%
of India's imports was
coming from Russia.

In July 2026, Russia
supplied crude worth
$7.27 billion, which is
51.1% of its total crude
imports of $14.21 billion.

The other suppliers
were far behind. The
UAE accounted for
10.8% of India's July
imports, Saudi Arabia
9.6%, Venezuela 6.3%,
Brazil 5.5%, Oman 5.3%
and the US 2.9%.

It means Russia alone
supplied more crude oil
than all these six coun-
tries combined.

India's sources of oil
have changed sharply.
Four years back in 2022,
before the start of the
Ukraine war, the Gulf
countries supplied more
than 55% of India's
crude, while Russia's
share was below 15%.

Because of the US-led
disruptions in the Gulf,
oil from the Gulf coun-

tries is less than 30%,
less than half of India's
oil supply.

This has pushed India
to buy more oil from
Russia. Imagine in 2022,
India's share of oil from
Russia was only 15%.

'India should buy oil
from Russia as long as
we get oil at a competi-
tive price'

At a discounted price?

We don't know that.
That information is not
in the public domain.

India should buy oil
from Russia as long as
we get oil at a competi-
tive price.

These sanctions are
imposed by the US ille-
gally. By international
law, we are supposed to
honour only those sanc-
tions that are released
from the UN body and
not by a country.

So, we should royally
ignore them. Everybody
else ignores the US.

What can happen
now?

There will be more
tariff on our exports and
their consumers will
suffer.

applicable
services.

In a scenario where
the options are between
buying oil from Russia
and surrender to the US,
you feel India should
opt for buying oil from
Russia?

Yes. India should roy-
ally ignore the US.

In 2018-2019 during
Trump's first term, he
imposed tariffs on steel
and aluminium.

What the Indian gov-
ernment did at that time
was, it imposed counter
tariffs on their prod-
ucts.

That was how we
behaved at that time.

Now, India is not will-
ing to take counter

on more

/
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US President Donald Trump at the White House, September 17, 2026.

India also will suffer
somewhat in the
process.

But compared to the
suffering, signing a
deeply unequal trade
agreement is worse.
That will bind India to a
bad agreement for a
long, long time.

After a few months,
the charges will be

7/

measures. At least India
should ignore them.

Everybody is standing
up. Yes, Canada is
imposing counter tar-
iffs.

The US is so scared of
China because China
also imposed counter-
tariff last year. And the
US will not dare touch
China.

*

Because we are listen-
ing, this is happening. If
you listen to a rowdy in
a class, he will keep on
bullying you.

India should stop lis-
tening to the US.

India can say do what-
ever you want. We will
not compromise on any-
thing.

Do you think in sign-
ing the trade treaty,

India is acting like a
subservient partner?

Iwill say, it is a deeply
unequal partnership.

It means India is not
getting anything, and
India is giving every-
thing.

For example, if you
recall, they want us to
commit that we would
be buying $500 billion
worth of US goods.

Then we have to align
security and economic
alignment with the US.
For example, if Russia
is their enemy, Russia
is India's enemy too.

Then we have to do
tariffs on most things at
Zero.

They want our agri-
cultural markets open.
And in return, they are
not cutting any of their
MEFN tariffs.

It is bad for India and
one sided.

So, India should walk
away.

Do you think the pres-
ence of Xi Jinping and
Vladimir Putin at the
BRICS summit must
have disturbed the US
in any way?

BRICS is only a little
more than talk shop. It
could be effective if they
adopt the local currency
for trading in a big way.
Because that will
amount to a lesser use of
the dollar.

We expected some
firm steps will be
announced this time. I
think because of the dif-
ferences between India
and China, nothing was
announced.

So, it was a missed
opportunity as far as
opting for a local cur-
rency for trade is con-
cerned?

See, you have coun-
tries with diverse loyal-
ties. Some are loyal
towards the US, some
anti- US. So, forming
one opinion on any-
thing is very difficult.

BRICS would have
been impactful if it
would have taken firm
steps to implement local
currency for trading.

'The US is imposing
illegal tariff on India’

How will it be for
India now if the US
impose 100% tariff?

The US is imposing
illegal tariff on India.

Let them impose
1,000% tariffs.

But India in return
should not take any
action to appease the

US, that will hurt
India's interest.
For example, India

should continue to buy
oil from Russia if you
are getting it at a com-
petitive price.

Feature Presentation:
Rajesh Alva/Rediff

Sharp Decline in Opium Poppy Cultivation in Afghanistan
Deserves Support and Appreciationin World

By Bharat Dogra

opium cultivation in Afghanistan

was very high at 122,513 hectares.
By year 2020 this had increased fur-
ther to 223,696 hectares. During this
period the peak was reached at 328,308
hectares in 2017. There were ups and
downs from year to year but all along
during this decade 2010-2020 the opium
poppy cultivation area in Afghanistan
remained at a very high level. The pro-
duction of the opium crop in
Afghanistan was 3576 tons in 2010. By
2020 this had increased to 6270 tons.
There was a peak production of 8984
tons in 2017.

This was the period when the USA
and allied forces were the most power-
ful forces in Afghanistan and US sup-
ported governments were in control in
the country. The cultivation data is
from the UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) and UN Drug
Monitoring Platform.

A big question here is—as the USA
with its War on Drugs has always stat-
ed that checking illicit supply of
drugs, particularly heroin is a big pri-
ority for it, and as most of this illegal
cultivation of opium was being used
for processing into heroin, why did
not the USA make it a top priority to
curb illegal cultivation of opium
poppy here, particularly when US
funds could also have been available
for compensating farmers to give up
poppy opium and attract them
towards cultivation of food crops or
safe cash crops?

In 2021 the US forces Ileft
Afghanistan and soon the Taliban gov-
ernment came in. In 2022 this new gov-

IN year 2010 the area under poppy

ernment announced a ban on poppy
cultivation and all types of narcotics.
Within a year or two opium cultiva-
tion area declined by 90% or more.
Whereas the area under cultivation of
opium poppy was 223,696 hectares in
2020, this had declined to 12,800
hectares in 2024 and 10,200 hectares in
2025, according to UN data. The pro-
duction of opium crop was reduced
from 6270 tons in 2020 to just 296 tons
in 2025.

Now all along the Taliban govern-
ment has faced severe shortage of
funds and so did not have the funds to
compensate farmers and for other
expenses but it could still achieve this.
So why the USA with all its huge funds
could not achieve the same in times of
friendly governments when US and
allied forces were also in the country
(during 2002-2020)?

Anyway, once the Taliban govern-
ment has achieved this, should there
not be adequate appreciation for this?
The least that the USA and allies can
do is to release seized or frozen funds
of Afghanistan so that the government
here has funds to reduce the acute
humanitarian crisis existing here,
accentuated by the deportation of mil-
lions of Afghans earlier residing
abroad. If the USA can spend billions
on its War on Drugs, can it at the very
least not restore to the Afghanistan
government its own funds for meeting
urgent humanitarian needs, also
expressing appreciation of the work
done by the Afghanistan government
for reducing opium cultivation in a
big way.

UN officials in Afghanistan (or deal-
ing with Afghanistan affairs) have
been recently emphasizing the need

for increasing humanitarian assis-
tance on urgent basis, keeping in view
also adverse weather conditions that
have imposed additional burden on
farmers. UN officials have also empha-
sized that to sustain the gains of farm-
ers giving up poppy opium cultiva-
tion, help for them is needed. Farmers
who give up poppy opium cultivation
incur economic loss, and as they move
to food or normal cash crops, they
need help, particularly in adverse
weather conditions. UN officials while
emphasizing this have also stated that
when such help is non-existent, then
sometimes examples of farmers mov-
ing back to poppy opium cultivation
can be seen. Hence now is the time to
sustain the move away from poppy
opium by helping farmers. However
this essential responsibility is being
ignored by the west.

We should also revisit what hap-
pened over two decades back. In year
1999 the opium cultivation in
Afghanistan had extended to 91,000
hectares. After this the newly formed
Taliban government took strong steps
to curb this and in year 2001 this had
come down to just 8000 hectares.
However later in this year the US
attacked Afghanistan and the Taliban
government was removed, while a
government supported by the USA
came in. In 2002 the poppy opium cul-
tivation again increased to 74,000
hectares, while in 2004 this increased
to 131,000 hectares. Those following
the changes closely were not surprised
as they had noted that while preparing
to invade the US authorities had re-
established their earlier contacts with
powerful opium promoters—in fact in
some cases even close relatives of the

new ruling elite brought in by the USA
were involved with opium and drugs.

In fact we should go back still more
for a more complete understanding of
this. During the 1970s the production
of poppy opium in Afghanistan was
about 100 tons annually. However a
big increase took place during the
1980s as the USA with the help of
Pakistan supported several
Afghanistan warlords, including those
involved with drugs and opium, to
fight against the Soviet army and the
Afghan government supported by the
Soviet Union. Apart from getting CIA
arms and funds, these warlords also
generated huge funds from opium and
drugs trade, leading to a big increase
in opium cultivation. In fact in their
strongholds, some of these warlords
even forced many farmers to resort to
cultivating poppy opium even when
they did not want to do so, using
threats and violence. Historian Alfred
Mccoy has stated “caravans carrying
CIA arms into that region for resist-
ance often returned to Pakistan loaded
down with opium.” The Washington
Times reported in May 1990 that the
US government had over several years
been receiving reports of heroin traf-
ficking by some of its allies, but chose
not to investigate. This neglect contin-
ued even as Afghanistan’s opium
became the main sources for illicit
drugs supplied to the west, generating
huge illegal profits for powerful traf-
fickers. At the same time there were
reports of the USA encouraging drug
smuggling to the Soviet Union and
Iran to weaken their societies. The
overall result was that opium produc-
tion which had averaged around 100
tons annually in Afghanistan.

OWNER, PUBLISHER & PRINTER RAJESH GUPTA. RENU GUPTA, MANAGING EDITOR, APRAJITA PIXIE MAHAJAN, SUB-EDITOR, ARJUN MAHAJAN, SUB-EDITOR, AMIT SINGH BAWA, SENIOR
VIDEO JOURNALIST 2, Dogra Hall, New Rehari, Jammu - 180005. Email: newstilldatechiefeditor@gmail.com., jkutdailynewstilldate@gmail.com Mob: 9419694199,7780893437. Landline, 0191-2547999.
AVAILABLE ONLINE ONLY

[ALL DISPUTES ARE SUBJECT TO THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OF COMPETENT COURTS AND FORUMS IN JAMMU ONLY.]




NEWS %TILL DATE

JK-UT

JAMMU || FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2§, 2026 0 5

DIG JSK Reviews
Railway Security and
Preparedness in Samba

l‘

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SAMBA, SDep 24:
Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG),
Shridhar Patil, IPS,
reviewed railway securi-
ty arrangements and pre-
paredness for emergency
situations during a visit
to District Samba, with
emphasis on strengthen-
ing coordination, moni-
toring and preventive
measures along railway
infrastructure.

During the review, the
DIG stressed strict
adherence to established
Railway Security
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) and
directed officers to main-
tain enhanced patrolling
in and around railway
areas. He also empha-
sised strengthening
CCTV surveillance at
vulnerable locations to
improve monitoring and
response capabilities.

The DIG further direct-
ed that banquet halls and
other establishments
located in the vicinity of
railway tracks be proper-
ly mapped as part of the
security assessment. He
also called for adequate
illumination of railway
bridges, underpasses
and other important
locations to support visi-
bility and surveillance.

,\‘o\.\ce "5400% i

Emphasising  inter-
agency coordination,
Shridhar Patil directed
officers to maintain close
coordination with the
Government  Railway
Police (GRP) and other
concerned agencies for
timely communication
and effective response to
emerging situations.

He also stressed the
importance of holding

regular Security
Meetings and
Coordination (SMAC)

meetings and conducting
joint mock drills cover-
ing different emergency
scenarios. These exercis-
es, he said, would help
assess preparedness,
improve coordination
and ensure a timely
response when required.

The DIG also directed
officers to ensure prompt
sharing of relevant
inputs concerning suspi-
cious activities and
drone sightings with the
concerned agencies, in
accordance with estab-
lished procedures.

The review focused on
strengthening railway
security, improving pre-
paredness and ensuring
coordinated efforts
among all agencies
responsible for main-
taining safety and secu-
rity in the district.

DC Samba flags off 90
farmers from Ghagwal &

Horticulture Supports 35 Lakh People, ‘Accidental’ ministers dismissing MLAs' projects
humiliating: Sajad Lone in J&K Assembly

Contributes 10% To J&K GDP;

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
Horticulture continues
to remain a key pillar of
Jammu and Kashmir's
economy, with around 35
lakh people, including
nearly 7.5 lakh families,
directly or indirectly
dependent on the sector,
the government
informed the Legislative
Assembly on Thursday.

Minister for
Agriculture Production,
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj,
Cooperative and Election
Department, Javid
Ahmad Dar, on
Thursday informed the
Legislative  Assembly
that the horticulture sec-
tor remains one of the
key pillars of Jammu &
Kashmir's economy, sup-
porting the livelihoods
and employment of a
large section of the popu-
lation.

The Minister was
responding to a clubbed
question raised by MLAs
Pirzada Farooq Ahmed
Shah, Ghulam Mohi-ud-
din Mir and Irfan Hafiz
Lone, along with the sup-
plementary raised by
MLA Shabir Ahmad
Kullay.

Dar said that approxi-
mately 35 lakh people,
comprising nearly 7.5
lakh families, are direct-
ly or indirectly associat-
ed with the horticulture
sector.

The sector contributes
approximately 10 per
cent to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
of the union Territory
and generates an esti-
mated annual income of
around Rs 12,000 crore.

He further stated that
horticulture has consid-
erable employment
potential, with one
hectare of orchard area
generating approximate-
ly 400 man-days of
employment annually,
thereby making a signifi-
cant contribution to
rural livelihoods and the
broader economy of J&K.

On crop insurance, the
Minister said that the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) is
presently being imple-
mented across all 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu &
Kashmir.

He informed the House

that
demand-driven and there
is no cap on the number
of farmers who can avail
its benefits, subject to

the scheme is

prescribed guidelines
and eligibility criteria.

He said that approxi-
mately 13.985 lakh
Farmer Families (FoF's)
in the UT are eligible to
avail the benefits of the
scheme.

As per the available
data, 6,86,741.37 hectares
of area has been covered,
benefiting 12,89,917 farm-
ers, while 3,72,134 claims
have been registered
involving an amount of
approximately Rs 221.71
crore.

The Minister acknowl-
edged that farmers and
orchardists in various
areas have suffered loss-
es due to natural calami-
ties, including hail-
storms, floods and heavy
rains.

He said that the
Department undertakes
assessment of crop losses
through its field func-
tionaries and extends
assistance and relief,
wherever admissible,
under the provisions of
applicable schemes and
guidelines.

Javid Dar stated that
PMFBY provides insur-
ance coverage against
notified natural risks,
including hailstorms, for
notified crops.

The basic cover pro-
vides area-based insur-
ance against yield losses
in standing crops from
sowing to harvesting
arising from non-pre-
ventable risks such as
drought, dry spells,
floods, inundation, wide-
spread pest and disease
attacks, landslides, natu-
ral fire due to lightning,
storms, hailstorms and
cyclones, subject to noti-
fied crops, areas and

Govt

applicable guidelines.

Addressing the issue of
pending claims, the
Minister said that the
major reasons for pen-
dency of genuine claims
include Aadhaar non-
verification, closure of
bank accounts, non-seed-
ing of Aadhaar with the
NPCI mapper by banks,
and bank accounts being
blocked or frozen.

He said that the
Government has
launched a special cam-
paign to resolve failed
payment transactions
and facilitate settlement
of eligible pending
claims.

"Approximately 60 per
cent of the affected farm-
ers have already been
contacted, and the requi-
site documents are being
collected from them
daily for verification and

further necessary
action," the Minister
said.

He assured the House
that concerted efforts are
being made to address
the genuine difficulties
being faced by farmers
and ensure that eligible
beneficiaries receive the
benefits due to them
under the scheme.

On the transportation
of horticultural produce
during the peak fruit sea-
son, Javid Dar said that
the Government has
strengthened traffic and
logistics management
through coordinated
measures to ensure
smooth, timely and unin-
terrupted movement of
fruit and other horticul-
tural produce.

He informed that a ded-
icated Control Room has
been established at
Qazigund for real-time
traffic monitoring, coor-
dination with concerned
agencies and dissemina-
tion of timely.
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SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
Peoples Conference chief
Sajad Lone on Thursday
alleged that elected rep-
resentatives were being
"undermined and humil-
iated" and an "accidental
minister" was overriding
their recommendations
on local development
projects in their con-
stituencies.

Raising the issue on
the floor of the House,
Handwara MLA Lone
asked the speaker what
recourse the House
would offer if the man-
date of its members con-
tinues to be "disregard-
ed".

"Do we have rights as
MLASs? Do we have the
right to decide on works
in our constituencies? I
have given a list of roads,
but they have overruled
that and they do their
own (thing)," Lone said
during the Zero Hour of
the assembly.

Without taking any
names, Lone said he will

not allow "accidental
ministers" to decide mat-
ters related to his con-
stituency. They will not
be allowed to "walk over
us", he said.

The MLA stressed that
while the sanctity of law-
makers flows directly
from the assembly, the
legislators would not
hesitate to look for other
options, including taking
to streets, if their consti-
tutional position is com-
promised.

"If today there is
breach of privilege, what
will you do? The other

options we have is to go
to streets or approach
Centre or the LG. Our
sanctity comes from this
House," he said.

BJP MLA Balwant?
Singh Mankotia second-
ed Lone, saying "this is
happening everywhere".

However, Speaker
Abdul Rahim Rather
asked Lone to submit a
notice for breach of priv-
ilege if he deems fit.

"You can give a notice
for breach of privilege.
Then I will take action
on that. There is a proce-
dure," the speaker said.

Over 12.89 Lakh J&K Farmers Covered
Under Crop Insurance: Govt Tells House

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
The government on
Thursday informed the
Legislative = Assembly
that the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) and Weather-
Based Crop Insurance
Scheme are being imple-
mented across all 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir, with over 12.89
lakh farmers covered
and claims worth rupees
221.71 crore disbursed so
far.

According to data
tabled in the Assembly,
the Minister in charge of
Agriculture Production
said the schemes are
demand-driven and open
to all eligible farmer fam-
ilies in J&K.

Responding to ques-
tions raised by MLASs
Farooqg Ahmed Shah,
Irfan Hafiz Lone and
Ghulam Mohi Ud Din
Mir, the government
said around 13.985 lakh
farmer families (FoFs)

are eligible to avail bene-
fits under the schemes,
subject to prescribed
guidelines and eligibility
criteria.

The data showed that
between 2017-18 and 2025-
26, a total area of 6.86
lakh hectares was
brought under insurance
coverage, benefiting
12,89,917 farmers. During
the period, 3,72,134 crop
insurance claims were
settled, with a cumula-
tive disbursement of
rupees 221.71 crore.

The data showed that
the highest farmer par-
ticipation was recorded

during the Kharif 2025-26
season, when 2,01,480
farmers were covered
across all 20 districts.
During the same season,
93,680 claims were set-
tled, with compensation
amounting to Rs 54.80
crore. The government
further said that PMFBY
coverage, which was ear-
lier limited to fewer dis-
tricts, has now been
extended across the
Union Territory, widen-
ing access to crop insur-
ance benefits for farmers
vulnerable to weather-
related losses and crop
damage.

D( Kishtwar

Over 5.73 Lakh ST-I Certificates Issued Across Jammu And Kashmir: Govt

Rajpura for exposure Tour

flags off 5-day

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU ST-II certificates have been 69,660 certificates have been Anantnag 1,290, Shopian 1,735,

Farmersl issued across all 20 districts of ~ issued in the Kashmir division.  Kulgam 347, Budgam 336,
. . SRINAGAR, Sept 24: The Jammu and Kashmir. It says, Rajouri recorded the Bandipora 193 and Srinagar 46
Exposu[e V|S|t to Jammu and Kashmir Responding to a question highest number of ST-II certifi-  certificates.
Government on Thursday raised by MLA Narinder Singh  cates at 3,01,091, followed by Ramban two, Samba one,
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SAMBA, Sep 24:
Deputy Commissioner
Samba Ayushi Sudan,
today flagged off a batch
of 90 farmers from
Ghagwal and Rajpura
blocks for a training-
cum-exposure visit with-
in the UT of Jammu &
Kashmir under the cen-
trally sponsored Mission

for Integrated
Development of
Horticulture (MIDH)
scheme.

Out of the total target
of 550 farmers to be cov-
ered under the capacity-
building initiative, the
present group consti-
tutes the second batch of
90 farmers and promi-
nently includes farm
women.

During the exposure
visit, the farmers will
visit the Food and
Vegetable Craft Centre,
Chand Nagar, Jammu,
where they will learn
about the latest tech-
niques in fruit and veg-
etable processing and
value addition of farm
produce.

The group will subse-

quently visit the Mega
Fruit Plant Nursery,

Chakroi, for hands-on
exposure to critical
nursery practices,

including plant propaga-
tion, fertigation and sci-
entific orchard manage-
ment.

While flagging off the
tour, the Deputy
Commissioner advised
the farmers to make the
most of the exposure
visit by acquiring
knowledge of modern
technologies and adopt-
ing scientific practices
in various horticulture
operations in their own
orchards. She also
emphasized the impor-
tance of farm women
gaining proficiency in
scientific food process-
ing techniques to facili-
tate value addition at the
household and commu-
nity levels.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Horticulture
Officer Anil Kr. Gorka,
emphasized the need for
farmers to actively learn
and adopt modern horti-
culture practices for
enhancing efficiency
and productivity.

Bhaderwah
under (SS-ATMA

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

KISHTWAR, SEP-
TEMBER 24: Deputy
Commissioner
Kishtwar Pankaj
Kumar Sharma today
flagged off a five-day
exposure visit of farm-
ers to Bhaderwah under
the Centrally Sponsored
Scheme - Agricultural
Technology
Management Agency
(CSS-ATMA).

A group of 80 farmers,
including women farm-
ers, from different parts
of the district are part of
the visit, aimed at pro-
viding them with practi-
cal knowledge, techni-
cal guidance and first-
hand exposure to mod-
ern agricultural and
allied farming practices.

During the five-day
programme, the farmers
will visit Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) and the
Regional Horticulture
Research Station,
Bhaderwah, where they
will  interact with
experts and gain knowl-
edge about improved
agricultural and horti-
cultural technologies.

The programme also
includes visits to a trout
farm and floriculture
units, providing the par-
ticipating farmers an
opportunity.

informed the Legislative
Assembly that 5,73,667

Scheduled Tribe-II (ST-II) cer-
tificates have been issued to eli-

gible persons belonging to

Pahari ethnic groups across the

Union Territory.

According to data tabled in

Raina, the Minister in charge of
Revenue said ST-II certificates
are being issued to eligible per-
sons across the Union

Territory.

the Assembly, a total of 5,73,667

Kupwara with 34,224,

Doda three, Reasi 24 and

The data showed that 5,04,007
certificates have been issued in
the Jammu division, while

Baramulla with 29,635, Poonch
with 18,435 and Kishtwar with
17,304 certificates.

The data further says, in the
Kashmir division, Ganderbal
recorded 1,018 certificates,
while Pulwama had 836,

Kathua zero certificates.

The government also said the
certificates are being issued to
eligible persons belonging to
Pahari ethnic groups residing
across Jammu and Kashmir, as
per the prescribed eligibility

Over 300 newadmitted UG students of SKUAST-Jammu visited ACRA,
Dhiansar to explore agrrcultural innovations under rainfed ecology

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

JAMMU, Sep 24:
Under Deeksharambh
Programme-2026 for
newly admitted under-
graduate students under
NEP-2020, more than 300
students from the
Faculty of Agriculture,
Agricultural
Biotechnology,
Agricultural
Engineering and
Horticulture, SKUAST-
Jammu  visited the
Advanced Centre for
Rainfed Agriculture
(ACRA), Dhiansarand
ACHR, Udheywallato get
a first-hand exposure to

ongoing agricultural
research and field tech-
nologies. The pro-

gramme is being con-
ducted during September
16-28, 2026. The visit,
organized under the
coordination of Dr.
Sachin Gupta and Dr.
Amit Jasrotia,
Organizing Secretaries,

began with an interac-
tion session led by Prof.

Syed Sheraz Mahdi,
Associate Director
Research, ACRA,

Dhiansar. Prof. Mahdi
welcomed the students
and explained the man-
date and objectives of
ACRA, giving them an
overview of the Centre's
role in conducting and
demonstrating research
relevant to rainfed agri-
culture. The interaction
was followed by a field
visit across the Centre,
where the students were
taken through JK-DST-
funded research experi-

ment-greenhouse gas
monitoring and mitiga-
tion, agro-solar farm
model, ongoing AICRP
Maize, AICRPDA and
student's field experi-
ments.

At the respective sites,
the students were intro-
duced to the purpose and
practical application of
the experiments, allow-
ing them to see how
research concepts are
translated into field-level
interventions. The expo-
sure brought together
students from different
agricultural disciplines
and gave them an oppor-

tunity to see ongoing
research beyond the
classroom, particularly
work related to rainfed
agriculture, greenhouse
gas monitoring, millets
crop cultivation, climate-
resilient technologies
and integration of renew-
able energy with agricul-
tural production through
agro-solar farm model.
The visit thus provided a
practical beginning to
their academic journey,
connecting their newly
acquired classroom
knowledge with research
activities being under-
taken at ACRA,

Dhiansar. Students also
visited the Advanced
Centre for Horticulture
Research (ACHR),
Udhampur to gain practi-
cal exposure to ongoing
horticultural research
and development activi-
ties.During the visit, Dr.
Vikas Tandon, Dean,
Faculty of Horticulture &
Forestry, SKUAST-
Jammu, briefed the stu-
dents about the activities
and facilities at the cen-
tre, including the pro-
posed Centre of
Excellence for Fruits,
demonstration orchards,
mother blocks, hi-tech
polyhouses, Bio-Control
Laboratory, Tissue
Culture Laboratory and
Plant & Soil Health
Laboratory.The visit pro-
vided students an oppor-
tunity to understand
modern  horticultural
technologies and their
application in quality
planting material pro-
duction and sustainable
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'Cannot Set A Rigid Timeframe':
J&K Govt On Regularising
Contractual And Need-Based Workers

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
The Jammu and
Kashmir government on
Thursday said it cannot
set a "rigid timeframe"
for finalising a policy on
regularising casual, sea-
sonal, temporary, con-
tractual, and need-based
workers, citing the legal,
administrative, and
financial implications.

In a written reply to a
question by Kulgam
MLA M Y Tarigami, the
government said that the
committee, constituted
in March last year under
the chairmanship of
chief secretary, has been
examining the matter
relating to casual, sea-
sonal and other tempo-
rary/contractual/need-
based workers engaged
in different departments.

"The committee has
been tasked to examine
various issues including
humanitarian, legal and
financial related to the
regularization of these
workers," it said.

The government said
that as the matter con-
cerns a diverse set of
workers engaged at dif-
ferent points in time
under varying terms and
conditions of engage-
ment, therefore, the pro-
posed policy is required
to conform to the applica-

ble statutory provisions,
legal position, prescribed
recruitment framework
while duly accounting
for the consequential
financial implications.

"The committee is
accordingly undertaking
a comprehensive exami-
nation for the formula-
tion of a uniform frame-
work that is legally
enforceable and adminis-
tratively implementable
across all departments,"
it said.

It added that consulta-
tions with the concerned
departments and exami-
nation of the issues from
administrative, legal and
financial perspectives
are required before a
final policy decision is
taken.

The government
asserted that the time
taken in the process
attributable to the need
for comprehensive exam-
ination and reconcilia-
tion with legal and finan-
cial aspects and require-
ments of the established
framework governing
employment.

However, the govern-
ment stressed that it is
conscious of the need for
structured and sustain-
able resolution of the
matter.

"The issue is under
active consideration, and
efforts are being made to

complete the requisite
examination and consul-
tations at the earliest,"
the reply by the general
administration depart-
ment said.

In response to a ques-
tion about the proposed
time-frame for submis-
sion of the committee's
report and final policy
decision to ensure a fair,
transparent and time-
bound resolution of the
long-pending regulariza-
tion issue, the govern-
ment said setting a rigid
timeframe at this stage
was not appropraite.

"However, in view of
the multiplicity of cate-
gories involved and the
legal, administrative and
financial implications of
any decision, it would
not be appropriate to
indicate a rigid time-
frame at this stage,”" it
added.

The J-K government
also said that it will take
a considered decision
after completion of the
examination of all rele-
vant aspects and receipt
of the requisite inputs
from the concerned
departments and author-
ities.

There are over 60000
casual and daily rated
workers in Jammu and
Kashmir who have been
awaiting regularisation
for years

Sajad Lone Raises Questions OQver
Powers, Privileges Of Elected
Representatives In JAK Assembly

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples Conference pres-
ident and Handwara
MLA Sajad Lone on
Thursday raised con-
cerns in the Legislative
Assembly over the pow-
ers and privileges of
elected representatives
in the union Territory,

Opening with a direct
question to the Speaker,
Lone sought clarity on
the constitutional stand-
ing of MLAs under the
union Territory frame-
work.

"Now today we are
MLAs of a UT. My ques-
tion is for you, sir, and
no one else. What are our
rights Do we have any
privilege " he asked.

At the heart of his
grievance was the overt
diversion of constituen-
cy development funds
and the bypassing of
elected MLAs in favour
of ministers belonging to
the ruling party. "If I, as
an MLA, the representa-
tive of Handwara
Assembly, give a list stat-
ing that these works
need to be done, is that
privilege mine or the
minister's " he asked,
demanding clarity from
the Speaker.

Lone warned that
opposition MLAs were
fully capable of taking
the matter to the Prime
Minister and the union
Home Minister, ques-
tioning whether public
funds allocated to J&K
were intended for the
people or for the benefit
of a particular political
party. He also pointed
out that opposition mem-
bers from Kashmir had

deliberately exercised
restraint in their public
conduct, conscious that
their statements could
potentially be used
against the broader
demand for restoration
of statehood.

"We are sitting quietly
so that the things we say
aren't used against us
somewhere," he said.

Invoking the
Assembly's seven-decade
history, Lone made an
impassioned appeal to
the Speaker to safeguard
the dignity and sanctity
of  the institution.
Referring to veteran leg-
islators of earlier eras,
he argued that no minis-
terial appointment,
including what he point-
edly described as an
"accidental" one, could
supersede the authority
and dignity vested in the

House and its elected
members.

"For God's sake, tell
these accidental minis-
ters the truth. This
money doesn't belong to
them. It flows from the
government. The people
who stood in elections,
who swore by an Act and
a Constitution, hold that
authority. Not these min-
isters," Lone said, while
making it clear that
opposition members
would not accept being
sidelined. "If they think
they will walk over us,
the question doesn't
arise," he asserted.

Lone concluded by put-
ting the Speaker on
notice over the conse-
quences of any alleged
breach of privilege, ask-
ing what institutional
remedy remained avail-
able to elected members.

Abdul Quddir Kundria appeals
for constructive discussions on
publicissues in J&K Assembly
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JAMMU, Sep 24: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly is
an important institution
of public representation,
where people expect
their elected representa-
tives to address issues
concerning the develop-
ment of their areas,
basic amenities and pub-
lic welfare. In such a sit-
uation, instead of unnec-
essary uproar and dis-
agreements inside the
Assembly, greater focus
should be placed on pub-
lic issues and develop-
mental matters.

This was stated by
noted social worker,
writer and poet Abdul
Quddir Kundria in a
press statement. He said
that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir are
looking forward to devel-
opment, prosperity, bet-
ter educational facili-
ties, roads, healthcare
and other basic ameni-
ties in their respective
areas. People have elect-
ed their representatives

with the hope that they
will effectively raise
their concerns and
issues in the Assembly.

Abdul Quddir Kundria
said that the Assembly is
a forum where serious
discussions should be
held on public projects,
developmental works
and policy matters, with
time and energy devoted
towards finding solu-
tions and taking these
issues to their logical
conclusion. If Assembly
proceedings are con-
sumed by unnecessary
disputes and disrup-
tions, it directly affects
public interest.

He said that several
areas still require new
colleges, while there is
also a need for upgrada-
tion of schools and
improvement of basic
infrastructure and
essential services. These
issues require serious
discussion and concrete
action in the Assembly,
rather than situations in
which public concerns
are pushed to the back-
ground.

Cyber X Strikers and The Real Sultan
Sumerbugh Enter Finals of Greenlam
Laminates BIG Premier League 2026
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SRINAGAR,
September 24, 2026: The
Greenlam  Laminates
BIG Premier League 2026
witnessed two thrilling
semifinal encounters at
Bakshi Stadium,
Srinagar, with Cyber X
Strikers and The Real
Sultan Sumerbugh
emerging victorious to
book their places in the
grand final.

The first semifinal
between Cyber X
Strikers and United

Imports Srinagar turned
into a nail-biting contest,
with Cyber X Strikers
securing a sensational
one-run victory. Cyber X
Strikers won the toss
and elected to bat first,
setting a target of 171
runs.

United Imports
Srinagar came close in
the run chase, but Cyber
X Strikers held their
nerve in the closing
stages to defend their
total by the narrowest of
margins. The one-run
victory made for a tense
finish and secured Cyber
X Strikers’ place in the
final.

Amir Aziz was
declared Player of the
Match for his crucial
bowling performance.
He claimed three impor-
tant wickets, playing a
key role in restricting
United Imports Srinagar

and helping his side
cross the semifinal hur-
dle.

The second semifinal

featured Sultan
Warriors Baramulla and
The Real Sultan

Sumerbugh. The Real
Sultan Sumerbugh won
the toss and elected to
field first. Sultan
Warriors Baramulla put
up a strong total of 190/8
in 20 overs, setting a
challenging target for

The Real Sultan
Sumerbugh.
However, The Real

Sultan Sumerbugh pro-
duced a commanding
response with the bat.
They successfully
chased down the target
with 32 balls to spare,
securing a convincing
victory and their place
in the final.

Ankit Dabas delivered
an outstanding all-round
performance and was
declared Player of the
Match. He scored a valu-
able 77 runs and also
claimed four wickets,
making a significant
contribution to his
team’s emphatic semifi-
nal victory.

With two contrasting
semifinal victories,
Cyber X Strikers and
The Real Sultan
Sumerbugh have quali-
fied for the final of the
Greenlam  Laminates
BIG Premier League
2026.

Over 12.89 Lakh J&K Farmers Covered Under Crop Insurance: Govt Tells House
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SRINAGAR, Sep 24:
The government on
Thursday informed the
Legislative  Assembly
that the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) and Weather-
Based Crop Insurance
Scheme are being imple-
mented across all 20 dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir, with over 12.89
lakh farmers covered
and claims worth rupees
221.71 crore disbursed so
far.

According to data
tabled in the Assembly,
the Minister in charge of
Agriculture Production
said the schemes are
demand-driven and open
to all eligible farmer fam-
ilies in J&K.

Responding to ques-
tions raised by MLAs
Farooq Ahmed Shah,
Irfan Hafiz Lone and
Ghulam Mohi Ud Din
Mir, the government said
around 13.985 lakh
farmer families (FoFs)
are eligible to avail bene-
fits under the schemes,
subject to prescribed

guidelines and eligibility
criteria.

The data showed that
between 2017-18 and 2025-
26, a total area of 6.86
lakh hectares was
brought under insurance
coverage, benefiting
12,89,917 farmers. During
the period, 3,72,134 crop
insurance claims were

settled, with a cumula-
tive disbursement of
rupees 221.71 crore.

The data showed that
the highest farmer par-
ticipation was recorded
during the Kharif 2025-26
season, when 2,01,480
farmers were covered
across all 20 districts.
During the same season,
93,680 claims were set-
tled, with compensation
amounting to Rs 54.80
crore. The government
further said that PMFBY
coverage, which was ear-
lier limited to fewer dis-
tricts, has now been
extended across the
Union Territory, widen-
ing access to crop insur-
ance benefits for farmers
vulnerable to weather-
related losses and crop
damage.

JMC Commissioner Inspects Preet Nagar,
Directs Time-Bound Redressal of Civic Issues
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JAMMU, SEPTEM-
BER 24: Commissioner
Jammu Municipal

Corporation (JMC), Dr.
Devansh Yadav, today
conducted an on-ground
inspection of Preet
Nagar and adjoining
areas of Ward Nos. 45
and 52 to assess the civic
infrastructure and
review the problems
being faced by local resi-
dents.

During the visit, mem-
bers of the Mohalla
Welfare Committee,
Preet Nagar, along with
residents of the two
wards, apprised the
Commissioner of a range
of civic concerns, partic-
ularly relating to
drainage, sanitation,
garbage disposal, dam-
aged internal roads and
lanes, waterlogging and
inadequate wastewater
outlets.

The residents
explained that several
internal lanes have dam-
aged or uneven surfaces
and face persistent
drainage problems due
to blocked drains and
inadequate outlets. They
said that during rainfall,
accumulated water over-
flows onto roads and
lanes, causing consider-
able inconvenience to
residents and com-
muters and resulting in

unhygienic conditions.

Residents of Street No.
6, Ward No. 52,
Extension Trikuta
Nagar, specifically
brought to the
Commissioner’s notice
the blockage of drains on
both sides of the street,
the damaged culvert and
obstruction of the main
water outlet. They stated
that these issues have
severely affected the
drainage of the area and
contribute to the accu-
mulation of stagnant
wastewater.

The residents also
raised concerns regard-
ing inadequate dustbin
facilities and indiscrimi-
nate dumping of garbage
along roadsides and near
an open plot being used
as a nursery, particular-
ly along the main Preet

Nagar  road. They
requested improved san-
itation arrangements

and regular monitoring
to prevent garbage accu-
mulation and unautho-
rized dumping.

The poor condition of
several internal roads
and lanes was another
major concern highlight-
ed during the inspection.
Residents stated that
uneven and damaged
surfaces are causing dif-
ficulties for school-going
children, elderly per-
sons, patients, pedestri-
ans and other residents,

while water accumula-
tion during rains further
deteriorates the condi-
tion of the roads and cre-
ates unhygienic sur-
roundings.

The Mohalla Welfare
Committee requested
the JMC to take up the
repair and reconstruc-
tion of damaged lanes,
restoration and
improvement of
drainage infrastructure,
repair of the culvert,
clearing of blocked out-
lets, strengthening of
garbage collection and
disposal arrangements,
and other essential civic
works on priority.

After personally
inspecting the affected
locations and interact-
ing with the residents,
Dr. Devansh Yadav
assured the members of
the Mohalla Welfare
Committee and local res-
idents that their genuine
civic concerns would be
examined and addressed
at the earliest possible.

The Commissioner
issued clear and strict
directions to the Health
and Sanitation Wing to
ensure immediate and
thorough cleanliness in
the affected areas,
remove accumulated
garbage and strengthen
sanitation arrangements
to prevent indiscrimi-
nate dumping.

BJP 0BC Morcha Undertakes Service and
Environmental Conservation Activities under
‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’ at Jammu and Kupwara

3~
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Jammu, September 24:
Under the ongoing ‘Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan’, the
BJP OBC Morcha,
Jammu & Kashmir,
organised a series of
service-oriented and
environmental conserva-
tion activities across
Jammu and Kashmir,
focusing on extending
support to needy people
and promoting aware-
ness about environmen-
tal protection.

A ration distribution
programme was organ-
ised at the Kushth
Ashram in Ward No. 14,
Bhagwati Nagar,
Jammu, where ration
and essential food items
were distributed among
needy residents. The pro-
gramme was organised
by Arun Sethi, District
President, BJP OBC
Morcha, Jammu, with
the participation of sen-
ior Morcha functionaries
and workers.

A plantation drive was
conducted in the Langate
area of Kupwara, with
active participation from
students, teachers and
school staff.

The plantation drive
was led by Shabeer
Ahmad Zargar, State
Vice-President, BJP OBC
Morcha, J&K, and was
organised at Daraluloom
Anwar-ul-Quraan,
Kahipora Qaziabad;

Public

Supernaghama
School, Supernaghama;
and Government Middle

School, Kralgund,
Qaziabad.Students and
members of the school
staff  enthusiastically
participated in the pro-
gramme and planted
saplings in and around
their respective institu-
tions.While Addressing ,
Shabeer Ahmad Zargar
and Arun Sethi high-
lighted the importance of
protecting the environ-
ment and urged students
to actively participate in
plantation and other
environmental conserva-
tion initiatives.

They said that envi-
ronmental  protection
requires sustained par-
ticipation from all sec-
tions of society and that
educational institutions
can play an important
role in developing envi-
ronmental awareness
among young people.

They said that the plan-
tation activities in
Langate and the ration
distribution programme
in Jammu reflected the
broader spirit of the Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan, which
seeks to combine service
to society with responsi-
bility towards the envi-
ronment.

In his message,
Braham  Jyot  Satti,
President, BJP OBC

Morcha, J&K, said that
the essence of Seva

Sankalp is to remain con-
nected with society and
extend a helping hand to
those who need support.
He said that service to
humanity is an impor-
tant responsibility and
that the Morcha would
continue organising pro-
grammes aimed at sup-
porting needy sections of
society.

He said that the Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan is not
limited to one particular
form of service, but
encompasses a wide
range of activities includ-
ing assistance to needy
people, cleanliness, envi-
ronmental conservation,
plantation and communi-
ty welfare. He appreciat-
ed the efforts of Shabeer
Ahmad Zargar, Arun
Sethi and all the Morcha
workers and participants
for carrying the message
of service and social
responsibility to the
grassroots.

He further said that
such initiatives strength-
en community participa-
tion and encourage peo-
ple, particularly the
youth, to contribute posi-
tively towards society.
He called upon BJP OBC
Morcha workers across
Jammu and Kashmir to
continue undertaking
constructive activities
that benefit people and
promote cleanliness,
environmental protec-
tion and social welfare.

Ashok Salgotra, State

Secretary, BJP OBC
Morcha J&K; Arun
Mehra, District Vice-

President; Vicky Panday,
District Vice-President;
Sanjay Verma, General
Secretary; Parveen
Kumar; Onkar Verma,
Mandal President, Talab
Tillo; Pardeep Kumar,
General Secretary,
Amphalla Mandal; Satish
Nargotra, Shakti Kendra
in-charge; Anita Sharma,
Booth President; Rajnath
Bhat, Booth President,
and other party workers
were present on the occa-
sion
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Nine killed, more than 20 rescued..

"On receiving information, police officials, along
with local police personnel, a rescue tender, a fire ten-
der stationed at the Jewar toll plaza and four other
fire tenders immediately reached the spot and doused
the fire," Kumar said.

"More than 20 passengers were rescued safely dur-
ing the operation. When the police and fire service
personnel entered the bus amid the smoke, nine peo-
ple were found dead inside, apparently due to burns
or suffocation," he added.

Kumar said a preliminary investigation indicated
that a spark or blast in the air-conditioning system of
the bus might have caused the engine lubricant oil to
catch fire, following which the blaze spread rapidly.

Additional District Magistrate (ADM) Ajeet Kumar
Singh told reporters that the incident occurred
around 11:20 pm on Wednesday.

"The fire was caused by a short circuit. There were
35 passengers in the bus and nine people lost their
lives in the incident. After receiving first aid, the
injured were transported to Mahoba in a special vehi-
cle," he said.

"There were approximately 15 people who were sent
to Mahoba in a special vehicle, while some left in pri-
vate vehicles. One woman remains hospitalised and is
undergoing treatment at Arogya Hospital," he added.

Singh said the bodies have been sent to a mortuary.

Police said they are making efforts to identify the
nine deceased.

"A case has been registered under relevant sections
and the driver and conductor have been taken into
custody," police said in a statement.

An FIR has been registered at the Jewar police sta-
tion on a complaint by a passenger, Suneel Kumar of
Hamirpur district.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
taken cognisance of the incident and announced
financial assistance of Rs 2 lakh each to the families of
the deceased, police said.

He has also directed officials to ensure proper treat-
ment of the injured and to provide all possible assis-
tance to the bereaved families.

An injured passenger, Rekha, who was travelling
with her husband, told reporters that smoke filled the
bus after the fire erupted on the driver's side. The
driver fled the bus.

She said she managed to escape and fell on the road.

"The bus was stopped and passengers were jumping
out of the bus to save themselves," Rekha said.

Peer-Ki-Gali receives season's first

forecast at isolated places on September 27 and 28,
while no warning is in place for September 29 and 30.

For Srinagar, the weather office has forecast main-
ly clear skies on September 25, 26 and 27, followed by
partly cloudy conditions with the possibility of mod-
erate rain or thunderstorm on September 28 and 29.

Jammu city is also expected to remain mainly clear
till September 27, with partly cloudy conditions and a
possibility of moderate rain or thunderstorm on
September 28 and 29.

The weather conditions are expected to bring a fur-
ther drop in temperatures in the higher reaches, with
snowfall likely to become more frequent as the season
progresses

J&K Is a Poor State, We Can't..

across departments, PSUs, boards and autonomous
bodies to prevent officers from retaining multiple offi-
cial vehicles.

Replying to the question, Sharma informed the
House that there was currently no specific govern-
ment policy prescribing a uniform ceiling for the
allotment or retention of official vehicles by individ-
ual officers across J&K government departments.

However, he said a Revised Car Policy was under
consideration and proposed to introduce the principle
of "One Vehicle-One Officer". The proposed policy
would also provide for exceptions based on security
requirements, field duties, additional assignments,
operational exigencies and the functional require-
ments of particular departments and organisations.

Sharma said the policy, once approved, would be
implemented across the concerned departments,
PSUs, boards and autonomous bodies, with the objec-
tive of rationalising government vehicles and ensur-
ing optimum utilisation of available resources.

Intervening after the minister's reply, Speaker
Rather questioned the progress made by the govern-
ment, noting that a high-level committee had report-
edly been constituted on September 1.

"You said that a high-level committee has been con-
stituted in the matter on September 1, 2026. Tell me
what have you done in these 24 days. Why are you
delaying the process? Will you take another two
months to resolve the matter?" the Speaker asked,
directing the minister to inform the House about the
action taken.

Sharma assured the House that he would submit a
detailed action-taken report, describing the matter as
a "legacy issue".

The Speaker, however, stressed that a legacy prac-
tice could not continue merely because it had existed
for a long time.

"What if the legacy issue is followed wrongly, will
you continue it? Inform the House in the ongoing ses-
sion with your action-taken report," Rather said.

Bankers demonstration held..

implementation of 5 Day work week in Banking
Industry and declaring the remaining Saturdays (at
present 2nd and 4th Saturdays are already holidays
for Banks) as holidays as recommended by the Indian
Banks' Association based on the Memorandum of
Understandings signed between IBA and UFBU on 7-
12-2023 and as agreed in the Settlement /Joint Note
dated 8-3-2024.

Com Rajesh Mehta said that this has been duly rec-
ommended to the Government but unfortunately it is
pending approval from the Government for the past
two years. Since there was no response from the
Government, UFBU gave the call for 2 days' strike on
24th and 25th March, 2025. At that time the Govt.
informed us that the issue is under active considera-
tion and hence the strike was deferred. Even after this
solemn assurance, the approval is not being given by
the Government. Hence United Forum of Bank
Unions, after drawing the attention of the
Government through various protest programmes,
has given the call for three days strike on 28th, 29th
and 30th September, 2026 and ultimately indefinite
strike from 26th October, 2026 . It was also stated that
in the financial sector, already in RBI, LIC and GIC,
this has been implemented. In Central Government
and State Government, all their offices work only
from Monday to Friday. Stock Exchanges function
from Monday to Friday. Money market, foreign
exchange transactions, etc. are closed on Saturdays
and Sundays. In Banks already, the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays are holidays. Hence declaring the remain-

ing Saturdays as holidays with increased working
hours from Monday to Friday will not pose any major
problem for the bank customers in the present cir-
cumstances when various alternative delivery chan-
nels to access banking services are available.

The other leaders from the UFBU told media that
they have been demanding the introduction of 5 work-
ing days per week in the banking sector. In the 10th
Bipartite Settlement / 7th Joint Note signed in 2015, it
was agreed by IBA and Government and accordingly,
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of every month are being
declared as holidays while the other Saturdays are
full working days instead of half a day working. It is
further said that at the time of wage negotiations, it
was assured that our demand for declaring all the
remaining Saturdays as holiday would be considered
in due course. But the issue was kept pending. In 2022,
Government and Indian Banks Association agreed to
discuss the issue with UFBU to increase the working
hours so that the remaining Saturdays can be
declared as holidays. In 2023, after discussion it was
agreed that the daily working hours from Monday to
Friday will be increased by 40 minutes and the
remaining Saturdays will be declared as holidays.

We request the banking public to bear with us for
any inconvenience caused, UFBU urged to public.

'First person | would shoot is CEC

Speaking to reporters, Sahani reacted to an Indian
Express report which said Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi had formally
objected at least 14 times over 10 months to decisions
and orders issued in connection with electoral-roll
procedures. The reported concerns included changes
to Form 6, voter deletions and the handling of elec-
toral-roll data.

"The Election Commission has turned into an arm
of the BJP. And I want to say to Gyanesh Kumar:
times do not stay the same forever. Have some shame-
-you are playing with the nation's Constitution! If I
were pardoned for one murder, the first person I
would shoot is Gyanesh! But what can we do? We are
law-abiding citizens who respect the Constitution,"
Sahani said.

Escalating his rhetoric, Sahani warned that offi-
cials and the ruling leadership would face imprison-
ment if the opposition assumes power in 2029.

"In the times ahead, they will not go scot-free. In
2029, a government will be formed in the country
under the leadership of Rahul Gandhi ji, and Gyanesh
Kumar will be the very first person sent to prison.
Everyone who colluded with him will also go to jail;
no one will be spared. If he passes away before that,
that is another matter. But if they remain alive, they
will be put behind bars--there are no ifs or buts about
it. Nobody will be able to protect him, not even Modi
ji. In fact, Modi ji might also end up in jail!" he
claimed.

Accusing Prime Minister Narendra Modi of under-
mining democratic systems, Sahani alleged that elec-
tions were being manipulated through voter roll dele-
tions and welfare transfers during active model code
periods. -
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Woman 'gang-raped bfxﬂ 2 UP cops,

The rape survivor allegedly met Mohit in Haryana's
Sonipat on September 21. From there, they travelled
to Meerut, where Mohit was joined by his colleague,
CRPF Head Constable Lalaram Yadav, a resident of
Rajasthan's Alwar.

On the evening of September 22, the two men
allegedly took the woman to Hasanpur in a car and
picked up Sub-Inspector Sanjay Tomar on their way.
The trio then took her to a farmhouse on the Atrasi-
Hasanpur road, where they rented two rooms.

According to the complaint, police Head Constable
Pramod had arranged food and liquor for the group.

Later in the evening, Mohit, Yadav and Tomar
allegedly took turns to rape the woman. Pramod then
entered the room and attempted to rape her, but she
pushed him out, locked the door, and searched online
for the police helpline number.

Arrests And Ongoing Investigation

The rape survivor contacted police around 6 am on
Wednesday. Teams from the Hasanpur and Rajabpur
police stations rushed to the spot, took the woman to
safety and apprehended all four accused.

"Based on the victim's complaint, an FIR has been
registered against the four accused under the relevant
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for
abduction or enticement and gangrape. All four have
been arrested and remanded in judicial custody," the
SP said.

Departmental proceedings have been initiated
against the local sub-inspector following his suspen-
sion and a report has been sent to senior CRPF
authorities, recommending strict disciplinary action
against the two paramilitary personnel, he added.

Political Reaction And Further Steps

According to Hasanpur Kotwali in-charge Amar Pal
Singh, the farmhouse where the alleged incident took
place reportedly belongs to an independent MLA from
Uttarakhand. Police have questioned the manager of
the property and further investigation is underway.

Reacting to the incident, Samajwadi Party chief
AKkhilesh Yadav said in a social-media post that when
governance is based on crime, the police force also
becomes corrupt. Referring to the alleged gangrape of
the woman in Amroha, the former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister said the incident is a "stain" on the
police force that no amount of patronage can erase. He
demanded "historic action" in the matter.

Another Bihar horror: Girl..

police said on Thursday.The incident bore a stark
resemblance to cases of molestation reported in
Jamui and Darbhanga over the last several days.

The latest incident came to light on Monday after a
video purportedly showing three-four people behav-
ing indecently with the girl went viral on social
media.

The authenticity of the video could not be verified.

Police Action And Legal Proceedings

A statement issued by Samastipur Police on
Thursday said, "The video, which went viral on social
media, was technically verified, and the incident
occurred near a bridge in Jagat Singhpur village. The
incident is believed to be about a week old. An FIR
was registered under relevant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, POCSO Act and IT Act in
connection with the incident.”

"During social media monitoring on Wednesday
evening, police noticed a video purportedly showing
three to four persons behaving indecently with a girl,
who appears to be a minor. As her identity could not
be immediately established, police registered a case
based on the available facts and swiftly identified and
arrested all four accused allegedly involved in the
incident," it said.

Political Condemnation And Law And Order
Concerns

Leader of Opposition in Bihar Assembly, Tejashwi

Yadav, condemned the incident and questioned the
law and order situation in the state.

"The public molestation of a minor girl in
Samastipur is yet another grim indictment of the law
and order situation in BJP-ruled Bihar. Will the
shameless minister dismiss this too as a 'stray inci-
dent'?" he said.

"When the chief minister is accused of protecting
criminals on the basis of caste, such lawlessness is
bound to flourish. Will the 'caste expert' CM first
check the accused's caste before acting -- or try to sup-
press the case? And will Union Minister Jitan Ram
Manjhi now find some 'kinship' in this case too?
Shameful," Yadav added.

"Plant earthen water pot next..

traditional conservation methods, and upcoming
travel itineraries.

During the interaction, one of the participants
shared an experience from Jalore where local chil-
dren expressed enthusiasm for environmental work
after witnessing a tree-planting drive at a Sewa
Vatika. The children pledged to water and care for the
saplings every Sunday, highlighting how service val-
ues are being passed down to the younger generation.

"When we were in Jalore, we were planting trees in
a Sewa Vatika (service garden). At that time, some
children came, met us, and said, "We also want to do
such work. We also want to grow up and become like
you." And they assured us that every Sunday, they
would come with their friends, take care of the Sewa
Vatika, and water the plants. So, with that faith, when
we were planting those seeds, we felt that somewhere,
we are passing on this work of service to the next gen-
eration," a participant said.

Responding to the initiative, Prime Minister Modi
recommended a traditional, indigenous method for
efficient tree plantation, particularly suited for arid
regions like Rajasthan. He suggested placing a porous
earthen pot (ghada) next to newly planted saplings to
ensure sustainable watering.

J&K Assembly passes resolution..

Minister for School Education Sakeena Itoo moved
the resolution in the assembly on Tuesday, but it was
deferred until Thursday after Speaker Abdul Rahim
Rather said several MLAs wanted to speak on the
issue.

The resolution sought amendments to the Right to
Education Act to exempt teachers appointed before
October 31, 2019, from appearing in the TET.

"This House unanimously urges the Union
Government to make necessary statutory amendment
to Section 23 of the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, to exempt all
teachers appointed before October 31, 2019 from
appearing in the TET," read the resolution.

"The House further urges the Union Government to
take all necessary legal steps and issue the requisite
notification through the National Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) for exemption of TET," it added.

Speaking during the discussion, ruling National
Conference (NC) MLA Farooq Shah said teachers
working for several years should be exempt from the
TET, while freshers should go through examination.

However, he said the teachers should be sent for
regular training.

The MLA also called for establishing and strength-
ening District Institute of Education and Training
(DIETS) in every constituency.

Another NC MLA, Nazir Gurezi, while supporting
the resolution, said teachers should have the highest
salary because they teach students who go on to
become doctors, engineers and IAS officers.

Itoo expressed gratitude to the members for sup-
porting the resolution, while noting that only one
other state has passed such a resolution.

"J&K will be the second. We have to place before the
Union government that we cannot support any
infringement of teachers' dignity. We are not saying
the teachers cannot write the examination, but we
cannot ask them to prove their worth by writing a test
when many of their students have become doctors
and IAS officers," she said.

Itoo said the J&K government has already
approached the Supreme Court over the matter, and
appealed to the BJP members to impress upon the
Centre to tell the SC that teachers are capable of writ-
ing tests, but it is a matter of their dignity.

The minister called upon the House to adopt the res-
olution.

Uproar in Assembl¥ over free gas..

he statement immediately drew sharp reactions
from the Leader of Opposition, who accused the gov-
ernment of betraying the people on promises ranging
from 12 free gas cylinders to free electricity supply.

"This is mockery of the people with whom you had
made promises. You stand exposed. You have repeat-
edly lied to the people," Sharma told the treasury
benches.

He said the people would never forgive the National
Conference over its freebie promises. "You want to
put balm on the wounds of people by announcing six
gas cylinders. People have rejected you. Do you think
they will be convinced by your sweet talk? Not at any
cost. People will never forgive you for deceiving them
in the name of cylinders, electricity, and ration," the
Leader of Opposition added.

He further claimed that the government would not
even be able to provide six cylinders. "Today, you are
trying to befool people in the name of six cylinders.
You will not be able to provide them. Where will you
get these six cylinders from? This is betrayal of the
poor people of Jammu & Kashmir whose blood has
been sucked by you. When will you give these six
cylinders?" Sharma asked.

Sharma's sharp remarks triggered strong protests
from National Conference MLAs as well as its ally
Congress.

"Chanda Choor Kahan Milenge, BJP Ke Daftar
Mein (You will find donation thieves in BJP office),"
the ruling party legislators shouted.

The BJP responded with slogans such as "Bijli
Choor Hai Hai" (Down with electricity thieves) and
"Cylinder Choor Hai Hai" (Down with cylinder
thieves).

As chaos continued in the House, the Speaker asked
the protesting lawmakers to take their seats, after
which the situation returned to normal-

"Where is statehood?" Dy CM hits..

The Deputy Chief Minister said the BJP had made
commitments on the issue at the highest constitution-
al forums, while the National Conference had made
its promises directly to the people.

"We made promises before the people, but BJP
made promises in Parliament and before the Supreme
Court. Who is a bigger liar than them?" he said.

Choudhary said the government had already begun
implementing its manifesto commitments and still
had three years remaining in its term.

"We have at least started working on our promises.
We still have three years. Remind us in 2029 and hold
us accountable then," he said.

He also accused the BJP of relying on "fake narra-
tives" to mislead the public.

On the government's legislative agenda, Choudhary
said every bill brought before the Assembly was
important and that the government would continue to
support measures aimed at benefiting the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

"Every bill has its importance. The government
works on all issues to ensure people benefit in the
larger public interest," he said

India strongly rebukes "so-called:

Randhir Jaiswal said.

Reiterating New Delhi's long-standing position on
sovereign territorial integrity, the official stressed,
"The OIC has no locus standi to pronounce on matters
that are strictly internal to India. The entire Union
Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh are an
integral and inalienable part of India, and no amount
of repetition of politically motivated propaganda can
change this reality."

The Ministry warned that by echoing such posi-
tions, the bloc risks eroding its standing on the world
stage, noting that the "repeated endorsement of such
motivated narratives only raises serious questions on
the credibility of OIC."

Turning its focus directly to Islamabad's role in
driving the resolutions within the bloc, New Delhi
urged the OIC to refrain from letting its platform be
utilised for anti-India campaigns and instead address
the root cause of instability in the region cross-border
terrorism.

"Instead of offering a platform to Pakistan to peddle
its fabricated and motivated propaganda, OIC will be
better advised to counsel Pakistan, which has a well-
documented record of supporting and sponsoring ter-
rorism, to look inwards and address the continuing
threat of terrorism emanating from territories under
its control," the MEA stated.

India has consistently maintained that Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh are integral parts of the coun-
try, dismissing all joint statements and resolutions by
the OIC on the dispute as unacceptable interventions
in India's domestic affairs.

The response comes after the OIC Contact Group's
(Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and
Niger) statement, acting as a blatant mouthpiece for
Islamabad's propaganda machine, parroted fabricated
narratives while turning a blind eye to cross-border
terrorism.

In its biased rhetoric, the grouping hypocritically
"expressed solidarity with the government and people
of Pakistan" and condemned India's May 2025 counter-
terrorism military operation, which was launched
directly in response to the horrific Pakistan-backed
terror attack in Pahalgam that claimed 26 innocent
lives.

J&K Vocational Trainers Begin Three-Day
Peaceful Protest in Srinagar
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SRINAGAR 24 September 2026 The Jammu &
Kashmir Vocational Trainers Welfare Association
(JKVTWA) today began its three-day peaceful strike-
cum-protest, from September 24 to 26, 2026, in
Srinagar, raising long-pending demands concerning
the future and service security of Vocational
Trainers. The central demand of the protesting
Vocational Trainers is the implementation of recom-
mendations already submitted by the Directors of
School Education and concerned Chief Education
Officers (CEOs) regarding the removal of Vocational
Training Partners (VTPs) and formulation of a proper
job/service policy for Vocational Trainers.

The Association said that the concerned authorities
had submitted their recommendations after examin-
ing the existing vocational education arrangement.
Despite the recommendations being available, a final
decision and their implementation are still awaited.

Vocational Trainers have been serving in
Government schools since 2016, delivering vocational
education to students of Classes 9-12, including class-
room and practical training, counselling, industry
exposure, on-the-job training and assessment-related
responsibilities.

JKVTWA maintains that after nearly a decade of
service, Vocational Trainers continue to face uncer-
tainty due to the absence of a comprehensive job/ser-
vice policy. The Association is therefore demanding a
clear Government service mechanism and direct
Government engagement/administration of
Vocational Trainers, along with an end to the existing
VTP-mediated arrangement.

The Association stated that the three-day protest
was deliberately scheduled after completion of the
syllabus to minimise disruption to students preparing
for examinations.

JKVTWA has called upon the Government to:

- Implement the recommendations submitted by the
Directors of School Education and concerned CEOs
regarding VTPs.

- Formulate and implement a proper job/service
policy for Vocational Trainers.

- Establish direct Government engagement/admin-
istration of VTs.

- Ensure continuity and protection of services of
VTs serving since 2016.

- Address pending salary, increment and other serv-
ice-related issues.

JKVTWA President said that Vocational Trainers
have contributed to the Government's vocational edu-
cation programme for nearly a decade and are seek-
ing a concrete policy decision rather than further
assurances.

The Association reiterated that the protest is peace-
ful and democratic and will continue through
September 26, 2026, in support of the above demands.
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CS reviews implementation

CM Omar Abdullah reviews

of new Labour Codes in J&K draft Industrial Policy 2026-35

Stresses seamless integration with national
digital platforms for benefit of stakeholders

NEWS TILL DATE BUREAU

SRINAGAR, SEPTEM-
BER 24: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, today
chaired a review meeting
to assess the status of the
implementation of the
four new Labour Codes
in Jammu and Kashmir,
directing the concerned
departments to expedite
the remaining formali-
ties and ensure a smooth
transition to the new reg-
ulatory framework.

The meeting
attended by
Additional Chief
Secretary, Finance;
Commissioner
Secretary, Law;
Secretary, Labour and
Employment; Labour
Commissioner, J&K; and
other concerned officers.

Reviewing the overall
progress, the Chief
Secretary appreciated
the steps taken by the
Labour and Employment
Department and directed
the concerned depart-
ments to strictly adhere
to the prescribed time-
lines. He emphasised the
need for timely comple-
tion of the remaining
statutory and adminis-
trative formalities to
ensure the effective

was
the

implementation of the
new Labour Codes in
Jammu and Kashmir.

He underscored that
the transition to the new
framework should
strengthen workers' wel-
fare and social security
while promoting trans-
parency, industrial har-
mony and a more effi-
cient regulatory environ-
ment for industrial
establishments across
the Union Territory.
During the meeting, the
Secretary, Labour and
Employment
Department, Kumar
Rajeev Ranjan gave a
detailed presentation on
the progress achieved in
implementing the four
Codes, namely the
Industrial Relations
Code, 2020; Occupational
Safety, Health and
Working Conditions
Code, 2020; Code on
Social Security, 2020; and
Code on Wages, 2019.

He apprised the meet-
ing about the new frame-
work that consolidated
29 existing labour laws
into four Codes to
strengthen workers' wel-
fare, improve industrial
relations and facilitate
ease of doing business.

Reviewing the status of

rule formulation, the
Chief Secretary was
informed that Jammu
and Kashmir has already
notified the rules under
the Industrial Relations
Code and the
Occupational Safety,
Health and Working
Conditions Code. The
rules under the remain-
ing two Codes are in the
final stages of notifica-
tion.

The Department fur-
ther informed that the
draft rules under the
Code on Social Security
and the Code on Wages
had been pre-published
following the necessary
approval of the
Lieutenant Governor,
attracting 27 and five
objections respectively.
Additionally these objec-
tions have been exam-
ined and are being dis-
posed of, with the
Department targeting
submission of the rules
for final publication
within the next ten days.
The meeting was further
informed that adminis-
trative notifications
under all four Codes
have been framed and
submitted to the Law
Department for statutory
vetting.

National Conference Govt Committed to provide
social justice, dignity and socio-economic
empowerment to Dalit Samaj : Rattan Lal Gupta
Says Omar led Govt framing and

focusing Dalit oriented policies
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JAMMU, September
24: Expressing satisfac-
tion over the welfare-ori-
ented policies and initia-
tives being pursued by
the Omar Abdullah-led
Government for the
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
other weaker sections of
society in Jammu and
Kashmir, a growing
number of people from
the Dalit Samaj in the
Jammu region are com-
ing closer to and joining
the National Conference
in a colourful function of
Dalit Samaj, Chaired by
Vijay Lochan Chairman
SC Cell and organized by
Ramesh Kumar Motton
District President
Jammu Urban SC Cell at
Provincial Party head-
quarter, Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu.

Addressing function
Rattan Lal Gupta
Advocate Provincial
President Jammu wel-
comed new entrants in
the party and congratu-
lated them on behalf of
Dr. Farooq Abdullah
President JKNC and
Omar Abdullah Vice
President, Hon’ble Chief
Minister J&K said that
the policies of the pres-
ent government reflect

the commitment of the
National Conference
towards social justice,
dignity and socio-eco-
nomic empowerment of
the weaker and deprived
sections. He recalled that
Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh
Mohammad  Abdullah
had undertaken historic
land reforms in Jammu
and Kashmir, including
measures that trans-
ferred land rights to
tillers and sought to free
cultivators from the tra-
ditional domination of
landlords and money-
lenders. These reforms
brought significant
socio-economic changes
to rural society.

He said that the Omar
Abdullah-1led
Government is focusing
on the welfare and
empowerment of the
Dalit community by pro-
moting social justice,
equal opportunities, edu-
cation, employment and
access to government
welfare schemes.

Addressing the gather-
ing Sheikh  Bashir
Ahmad Provincial
Secretary Jammu said
that the Scheduled Caste
community expects con-
tinued implementation
of policies that strength-
en their economic securi-

ty, educational opportu-

nities, representation
and dignity.
Vijay Lochan

Chairman SC Cell reiter-
ated that the welfare of
SCs and other weaker
sections remains an
important part of
National Conference
commitment to inclusive
development and social
justice in Jammu and
Kashmir.

On this occasion more
than two dozen social
activists and workers of
different political parties
from Dalit Samaj joined
National Conference in
the presence of Rattan
Lal Gupta Provincial
President Jammu. The
joining names are: Prem

Chand, Suran
Paul,Surinder Kumar,
Subhash Chand,
Shanker Lal, Pyush

Bhagat, Subash Chander,
Thoru Ram, Man Mohan,
Sanjeev Choudhary,
Rajinder Singh, Sonu
Singh, Subash Kumar,
Ashwani Kumar, Tarsem
Lal, Ramesh Kumar
Dogra, Rattan Lal, Lal
Chand, Jarnail Chand,
Ramesh Lal, Vivek
Kumar, Ram Krishan,
Sansar Chand, Pankaj
Kumar, Ganesh Paul
and others.

Directs department to ensure policy is
balanced, pragmatic, responsive to
evolving needs of J&K's industrial sector
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needs of Jammu & Kashmir’s industri-

SRINAGAR, Sep 24: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah today chaired a meet-
ing here at Civil Secretariat to review
the draft Jammu & Kashmir Industrial

Policy (2026-35).

Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief
Secretary to the CM Dheeraj Gupta,
Shailendra Kumar,
Commissioner Secretary Industries &
Commerce Viramjit Singh, MD & CEO
J&K Bank Amitava Chatterjee and sen-
ior officers of the Industries &
Commerce Department and allied
departments attended the meeting.
Commissioner Secretary Industries
& Commerce made a presentation on
the draft policy and apprised the meet-
ing of its broad framework, objectives
and the policy formulation process.
The Chief Minister held detailed dis-
cussions on the proposed policy and
directed the department to ensure that
the final framework is balanced, prag-
matic and responsive to the evolving

Choudhary,

ACS Finance

al sector.

He emphasised that the policy should
provide a conducive environment for
investment while ensuring that its ben-
efits translate into greater opportuni-

ties for local entrepreneurs, businesses

and employment generation.

The Chief Minister emphasized that
the new policy should provide a com-
prehensive and competitive incentive
framework, with focused support for
priority sectors and emerging sunrise
sectors. He also stressed strengthening
market access for local industries, fur-
ther improving ease of doing business,
and closely linking incentives with
local employment generation and skill
development. The Chief Minister also
stressed the importance of a robust
implementation mechanism, with clear
focus on simplifying processes, facili-
tating ease of doing business and
ensuring effective delivery of the poli-
cy’s objectives.

The department was directed to fur-
ther refine the draft in light of the dis-
cussions before it is finalised through
the prescribed process.

India, the Harbinger of World
Peace, Witnessing Unrest Today Is
Unfortunate and a Matter of
Concern: Swami Hari
Chaitanya Puri Ji Maharaj

Chief Of Air Staff Visits Northern Command
In J&K, Reviews Operational Preparedness
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JAMMU, Sep 24: Chief
of Air Staff (CAS) Air
Chief Marshal A P Singh
visited the strategically-
vital Northern
Command theatre to
review the prevailing
operational environment
and preparedness, a
defence  spokesperson
said on Wednesday.

During the visit, the
CAS was briefed by
General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command,
Lieutenant General
Pratik Sharma at the
command's Udhampur-
based headquarters on
key operational dynam-
ics and the ongoing inter-
services synergy initia-
tives for the effective exe-

cution of multi-domain
operations, the
spokesperson said.
Expressing full confi-
dence in the operational
capabilities of the forces,
the CAS highlighted that
the exemplary synergy
and jointness displayed
between the Western Air
Command and the

Northern Command at
each echelon, ranging
from strategic to tactical
levels, serves as a beacon
for future operations.

He complimented all
ranks for their unwaver-
ing commitment towards
safeguarding national
interests, the defence
spokesperson said.

CEO inspects EVM warehouse in
Reasi; reviews security protocols
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REASI, SEPTEMBER
24:  Chief Electoral
Officer, Jammu and
Kashmir, Sanjeev
Verma, today visited
Reasi and conducted the
quarterly inspection of
the warehouse/Strong
Room designated for
secure storage of
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) and

other election-related
materials.
District Election

Officer Reasi Kumar
Abhishek, Deputy DEO
Akshay Rajan, ACR
Nitin Verma, CPO
Narinder Kumar and
other concerned officers
were present during the
inspection.
Representatives of all
recognised political par-
ties also participated in
the inspection.

The Chief Electoral
Officer had a compre-
hensive review of the
security arrangements
and infrastructure at the
warehouse, including
CCTV surveillance,
access-control mecha-
nisms, power supply,
fire-safety measures and
other requisite security
provisions. He assessed
the overall preparedness
of the facility and
reviewed the measures
instituted to ensure the
safety and integrity of
election-related materi-
als.

Emphasising the criti-
cal importance of secure
storage and strict proce-
dural compliance,
Sanjeev Verma under-
scored the need for full
adherence to the guide-
lines and protocols pre-
scribed by the Election
Commission of India for

the security, storage
and maintenance of
EVMs and Strong
Rooms. He stressed the
importance of round-
the-clock security, con-
tinuous surveillance,
effective access control
and meticulous compli-
ance with all prescribed
procedures.
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JAMMU, September
24: Premavatar,
Yugdrashta,
Peethadhishwar of Shri
Hari Kripa and interna-
tionally renowned spiri-
tual saint Swami Shri
Hari Chaitanya Puri Ji
Maharaj, while address-
ing a large gathering of
devotees at Jammu Club
today, said that it is
unfortunate and a mat-
ter of serious concern
that India, the beloved
land that has historical-
ly been a harbinger of
world peace, is witness-
ing unrest today.

He appealed to people
not to become contribu-
tors to unrest, but
instead to play an
important role in estab-
lishing an atmosphere of
peace. He said that if
people become aware in
time and make sincere,
selfless and collective
efforts, keeping the wel-
fare of the nation and
society above personal
interests, peace can cer-
tainly be established
here, and once again the
message of peace can
reverberate from India
across the entire world.

He said that the entire
world is in need of peace
today. Peace is attain-
able, but unfortunately,
human beings often fail
to establish it in their
lives. True happiness
and peace lie in one's
thoughts and in seeking
the guidance and refuge
of saints and spiritual
masters. He emphasized
that without control
over the senses, lasting
peace cannot be
attained.

"Speak well, listen to
what is good, see what is
good, keep good compa-
ny, think positively and
make benevolent resolu-
tions," he said. He added
that without remem-
brance of the Divine,
one can never attain
true peace. Human
beings can learn even
from their own mis-
takes; otherwise, even if
the Supreme Being were
to appear before them,
they might still fail to
learn from the opportu-
nity.

He further said that if
one changes one's per-
spective even once, one
can begin to see good-
ness in creation that one
may never have imag-

ined before. Urging the
gathering to awaken
themselves and inspire
others, Maharaj Ji said
that people should
become partners in the
welfare of others along
with their own well-
being. "Rise, awaken,
and do not be discour-
aged by difficulties,
obstacles or trials.
Continue moving for-
ward until you reach
your goal," he said.

He observed that the
life of a person without a
goal is like the pendu-
lum of a clock-it keeps
moving from one side to
another but never
moves even a single step
forward. He called upon
people to follow the path
of devotion by overcom-
ing ego, just as Lord
Hanuman symbolically
conquered pride. He said
that ego is one of the
greatest obstacles in
attaining the Divine.
Whether it arises from
physical appearance,
wealth, prosperity, aus-
terity, knowledge or any
other achievement,
pride is never beneficial.

Maharaj Ji empha-
sized that the company
one keeps inevitably
influences one's life.
Therefore, he urged peo-
ple to see good, hear
good, speak good, think
good and associate with
good people. He advised
everyone to maintain a
sattvic, pure and disci-
plined lifestyle and diet,
pointing out that food
has a profound influence
on the mind. He also
stressed the importance
of respecting the laws of
nature and giving peace
a central place in one's
life. "An agitated person
cannot find happiness
anywhere," he said.
Describing truth as a
manifestation of the
Supreme Being, he said
that wherever truth pre-
vails, distortion and cor-
ruption cannot flourish.
A person whose life is
blessed with the compa-
ny of truth, truthful
speech, noble conduct,
virtuous behaviour and
goodwill is truly fortu-
nate.

He added that a person
who embodies compas-
sion, forgiveness, gen-
erosity, gentleness, serv-
ice, selflessness and
devotion to the welfare
of others is truly saintly.
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